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Our bus range covers midi to maxi, from around 

60 to over 140 passengers and offers a high degree 
of component commonality to simplify operation 
and maintenance. . 


Within the TX coach range we offer the unique choice of 
mid or rear mounted 12 litre engines, from 340 to 420 
horsepower, all with I-Shift transmissions. Longer chassis 
options are also available including 3 axle variants. 


, only you know what support is right. 
) ide more choice through our flexible finance, 
guaranteed parts and comprehensive service offers. 
Then we offer added-value services such as Frontline 
on-site diagnostic support. And with 92 UK locations 
and around 1,000 centres throughout Europe, expert 
help is never far away. 


So for quality choice before and after you buy, talk to us. 


WHEN YOU GET BEHIND THE WHEEL - WE GET BEHIND YOU. 


Volvo Bus Ltd. Wedgnock Lane, Warwick CV34 5YA. Tel: 01926 414554 Fax: 01926 407 407 www.volvo.com 
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Comment 


oday’s young people are tomorrow’s bus passengers. 
It’s something which the bus industry as a whole 
Y vee seems not always to appreciate. 
= If your experience of public transport is riding to school in 
a 20-year-old double-decker, that is then the image you 
build up of bus travel. And it’s surely one reason why 
young people abandon public transport as soon as they secure a driving 
licence. 

That’s why initiatives which encourage young people to experience the 
reality of mainstream bus services has to be applauded, such as First 
PMT’s unlimited travel ticket for people up to 15 years of age. If they 
can appreciate the plus points of bus services — modern vehicles, good 
network coverage — they might be just a bit more inclined to continue 
using buses as they grow older. 

It's also why high-quality school buses are important. Purpose-built 
school buses, and even 70-seat versions of conventional coaches, may 
not be the last word in comfort, but they are light years removed from 
some of the elderly vehicles which make up the bulk of the country’s 
school contract fleet. 

In making bus travel more attractive to young people, the industry is 
investing in its future. 


heelchair access to coaches was a hot topic at last week’s 
Wee: There are now, at last, some solutions available for 

operators to peruse although it will be well into 2005 until we 
begin to see numbers of coaches fitted with wheelchair access. 
Wrightbus’ demonstration vehicle is certainly of interest for interurban 
and express services although tour operators may be less certain. 
Plaxton has revealed its ideas only to a few customers so far but says 
that it will have lift-equipped vehicles in production shortly. Meanwhile 
BASE has managed to equip a Marcopolo Viaggio with a compact lift 
which loses very little luggage space. 

The arguments about the regulations that come into force in January 
therefore have now moved on to specific design solutions, rather than 
the rights or wrongs of the law. 

But you can’t help feeling that there is still a major difference between 
the arguments for accessibility on coaches compared to buses. Making 
buses low-floor delivered a benefit to all users. Much of the economic 
benefit for operators were from the shopping- or buggy-laden passenger, 
rather than wheelchair passengers. On coaches however it is difficult 
to see how non-wheelchair passengers are going to benefit. Of course, 
there may be a very clever design idea around the corner, but we haven't 
seen anything that is truly inclusive yet. 


steve. rooney@busandcoach.com 
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Sir Bill Morris, former gen- 
eral secretary of the TGWU, is 
to present the awards at this 
month’s Bus Industry Awards 
lunch in London on 18 Novem- 
ber. Keynote speaker is former 
SRA chief Richard Bowker and 
the event will be hosted by 
Stephanie Flanders from BBC’s 
Newsnight programme. 


Chester City Transport is con- 
sulting with local communities 
on planned new routes for the 
city which would see its re- 
sources being concentrated on 
a core network of relatively 
high-frequency services. The 
changes, which could be im- 
plemented next spring, follow 
a review of the business by the 
TAS consultancy. 


First has confirmed that it has 
been discussing with Swansea 
council the possibility of intro- 
ducing a Streetcar service to 
the city. A feasibility study is 
being carried out for a cross- 
city route linking Morriston 
Hospital, the new stadium, the 
city centre, County Hall, the 
University, Singleton Hospital 
and Mumbles. The Streetcar 
concept, a joint project by First, 
Wrightbus and Volvo, was un- 
veiled in September. 


Plaxton is to offer a 10m ver- 
sion of its Profile body for 
2005. Based on a Dennis 
Javelin chassis, the short Pro- 
file can accommodate up to 45 
seats. The company says it has 
orders for 10, including three 
for Lex. Hf 


Market Prices 

Price High Low 
Arriva 459 463 339 
FirstGroup 318 320 250 
Go-Ahead 1320 1327 960 
National Exp. 744 749 587 
Stagecoach 88 97 73 
Southern Vectis 36 44 28 
2 Travel 1.75 8.25 
Tellings 131 173 
Closing prices on 8/11/04 plus 12 
months high and low. 


Strike hit First’s 
half year bus profits 


THE THREE-WEEK strike by 
drivers at First South Yorkshire 
in the summer cost the group 
£3million, reducing the operating 
profit of First’s UK Bus division 
to slightly below last years 
performance. 

Said chief executive Moir 
Lockhead in announcing the 
group’s provisional figures for 
the half year to September: “For 
the six months to 30 September 
2004 turnover increased by 7 per 
cent to £473.1million (2003: 
£443.0million). Operating profit 
before the finance element of 
leasing costs was £45.4million 
(2003: £46.2million). These 
results were impacted by 
approximately £3million as 
a result of a strike in South 
Yorkshire which has now been 
settled.” 

For the group as a whole 
turnover for the period was 
£1,207.3million (2003: 
£1,127.7million), and operating 
profit was £84.Omillion (2003: 
£78.1million). 

Lockhead continued: “These 
are strong results. Our rail 
division has continued to 
outperform and we are on target 
to grow our North American 
school bus business by over 
1,000 buses this year. In UK 
Bus we continue to see growth 
in our London operations and 
we have re-organised our 
operational structures to focus 
on service delivery throughout 
the division.” 

First has also invested 
£3million in improvements to 
its engineering processes. “We 
expect to see the benefit of 
this through improved vehicle 
reliability over the next few 
years,” said Lockhead. 

In London revenue is up 15 
per cent over the same period 
last year, with First having made 
a net gain equal to 62 additional 
buses for TfL contracts. 


@ South Yorkshire strike proved 
costly to First. 


Lockhead added: “Outside 
London in our urban bus 
operations, which comprise 


approximately 55 per cent 
of UK Bus turnover, we have 
continued to see revenue growth 
in locations where we have been 
able to forge quality partnerships 
with local authorities. Passenger 
growth continues to be driven 
by a combination of marketing 
initiatives and partnerships with 
local authorities to develop bus 
priority measures. 

“Our policy is to allocate 
capital investment to those 
locations where there is a Clear 
commitment to develop bus 
services through active traffic 
management and car restraint.” 

First’s Irish business, Aircoach, 
has experienced growth and the 
company anticipates further 
opportunities for expansion of 
bus services in the Irish Republic 
as the regulatory regime is 
liberalised. 

@ www-firstgroup.com 


Transport affects college choices 


STUDENTS take account of 
transport provision at an early 
stage in the process of selecting 
their choice of further education, 
although it is not a major factor 
in their decision making. 

That is one of the conclusions 
of a study by JMP Consult- 
ing which sampled 800 GCSE 
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students in South Yorkshire. 
JMP notes that 72 per cent 
of students use public transport, 
with a half-hour journey being 
considered the acceptable travel 
time to their further education 
centre. 
@ www.jmp.co.uk 


OmniCity 
decker trials 


SCANIA is to place two examples 
of its new Polish-built OmniCity 
double-decker in trial service 
with Travel West Midlands and 
an as yet unidentified London 
operator. 

TWM recently took delivery 
of a batch of Scania OmniCity 
artics. 

The launch of the OmniCity 
double-decker comes as Scania 
appears to be lining up as Volvo's 
main rival in that sector of the 
market, where it can offer a 12m 
model -— which Volvo currently 
does not — and, with the new 
model, a choice of Scania or 
East Lancs bodywork. 


Bus journeys 
on the up 


THE NUMBER of journeys made 
by bus in England in the last year 
rose by 2.4 per cent — but only 
because of a 10.4 per cent rise 
in the number of journeys made 
in London. Outside London the 
number of bus journeys made in 
England dropped by 2.8 per cent 
to 2,280 million. 

The figures from the DfT 
prompted a swift — if predict- 
able — response from PTEG, the 
Passenger Transport Executive 
Group. Chairman Kieran Preston 
says:"We are deeply concerned 
about this alarming decline in 
bus use outside London. This is 
despite a major programme of in- 
vestment by the PTEs and local 
authorities in new bus stations 
and bus priority measures - as 
well as a major push to improve 
information about bus services. 

“The biggest problem we face 
is that PTEs and local authorities 
outside London have few controls 
over fares, networks, or service 
quality. 

We can’t offer the public the 
single, integrated, high-quality 
public transport networks that 
would stem the decline in bus 
use, because bus services are, in 
effect, a free-for-all. 

“With the bus network in the 
capital going from strength to 
strength, the contrast between 
regulated London and the de- 
regulated regions has never been 
more stark.” 

www.pteg.net 


Wrightbus 
re-enters 
mini market 


WRIGHTBUS is. planning to 
re-enter the small bus market 
with an all-new minibus, the 
Satellite. The new model would 
be based on the Irisbus Daily 
LoGo, which was exhibited at 
last year’s Coach & Bus show 
with Spanish-built Unvi body. 
It is aimed at operators running 
step-entrance minibuses such as 
the Mercedes 709D. 

The 2.3m-wide Satellite 
would meet the 2005 Disability 
Discrimination Act requirements, 
and would also be one of the 
first buses to be available in the 
UK to meet Euro 4 emissions 
limits. The engine is lveco’s new 
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@ First images of the proposed 
Wrightbus/Irisbus Satellite. 


166bhp 3-litre HPT. 

The comprehensive  specifi- 
cation would also include an 
Allison World Series automatic 
gearbox, ABS, disc brakes, and 
a Telma retarder. There would be 
two LoGo chassis lengths avail- 
able - an 8.1m 24 seater and 
an 8.8m 28 seater, both with a 
7-tonne GVW. 

Initial styling drawings have 
been produced to demonstrate 
the concept, but the final 
appearance of the Satellite has 
still to be decided, and this will 
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follow further consultation with 
potential customers. 

“It is widely accepted that a 
lot of operators of step-entrance 
van-derived minibuses are 
having trouble finding a cost- 
effective replacement,” says Sam 
McLaren, Wrightbus commercial 
director. “The future of many 
marginal services could be 
jeopardised if those operators 
had to buy heavier-duty 10- or 
10.5-tonne models to meet 
the needs of the Disability 
Discrimination Act. 

“With the Satellite we are 
developing a vehicle which is less 
expensive to buy and to operate 
than heavier models, but which 
would be as durable, using as it 
does proven components from 
lrisbus and a body which features 
our Aluminique structure.” 

Wrightbus plans to have a 
prototype Satellite completed by 
mid-2005. 

@ www.wright-bus.com 


West Midlands councillors attack on reliability 


COUNCILLORS in the West Mid- 
lands have called for action from 
bus companies after a survey 
revealed that agreed targets for 
reliability and punctuality were 
not being met. The survey carried 
out on behalf of Centro, the West 
Midlands Passenger Transport 
Executive, found that four out of 
ten buses did not run on time. 
According to the survey the 
number of daytime bus serv- 
ices buses leaving more than one 
minute early or five minutes late 
fell from 40 per cent to 38 per 
cent, when compared with previ- 
ous surveys, but still well short of 


Need the final 
piece in your 
fuelling jigsaw? | 


the current industry target of just 
five per cent. The figure wasn’t 
much better for evening services, 
despite changes in traffic condi- 
tions. 

Cllr Gary Clarke, chair of 
the West Midlands Passengers 
Transport Authority says: “This 
shows how some commercial 
bus operators are letting their 
passengers down badly and 
there is a real need for more bus 
priority lanes”. 

The survey was carried out 
on 11 corridors and 11 differ- 
ent bus operators. It checked 


more than 40,000 scheduled 


departures and found some mi- 
nor improvements on last year. 
The West Midlands Passenger 
Transport Authority is to call for 
a meeting with bus operators to 
agree action on how to improve 
performance. 

Commenting on the survey, 
Phil Bateman, spokesman for 
Travel West Midlands, the re- 
gion’s biggest bus operator says: 
“We're concerned that services 
are being criticised for being un- 
reliable, while our drivers are 
having to cope with high levels 
of congestion and a diminishing 
number of bus lanes”. 
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Weavaway Travel of Newbury 
has taken over the business of 
Hayward’s Coaches of Read- 
ing. Hayward’s operated four 
coaches, and the company 
name is being retained. Weava- 
way was founded in 1997 and 
operates 26 vehicles. 


Nineteen people were taken to 
hospital after a recovery truck 
towing a coach collided with a 
stationary Arriva bus in Burton- 
on-Trent. @ 


First Aberdeen has won the 
Public Transport Operator of 
the Year award at this year’s 
Scottish Transport Awards, 
organised by the Centre for 
Transport Policy at Robert 
Gordon University. Fife Council 
was Scottish Transport Local 
Authority of the Year. 


A Dublin Bus driver, Kenneth 
Henvey, is to stand trial at the 
Dublin Circuit Criminal Court 
following an incident in Febru- 
ary when five people died and 
17 were injured when a bus 
mounted a kerb in the city. 


A Stagecoach London bus has 
been attacked in Ilford by a 
group of youths armed with CS 
gas, baseball bats, cricket bats, 
swords and knives. They were 
trying to attack other youths on 
the bus and when the driver 
would not let them on sprayed 
CS gas through the windows 
before driving off in two cars. 
The incident happened shortly 
before 1600 hours. & 


UK diesel price update 
pence per litre 

Northern Ireland 86.3 
Scotland 86.3 
Scotland - remote areas 89.4 
Wales 86.7 
Northern England 86.0 
Midlands and East Anglia 86.1 
Southern England 85.9 
UK garage average 86.1 
Supermarket average 83.9 
Retail price sample from garages 


in main population centres. 
Source: AA 
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A day ticket has been introduced 
covering all main bus services 
in Greater Leicester, with 
validity on services operated by 
the area’s principle companies, 
including Arriva, Centrebus, 
First, Hylton and Dawson, 
Kinchbus, Stagecoach, Paul S 
Winson Coaches and Woods 
Coaches. The £4 Flexi day 
ticket was backed by the 
Central Leicestershire Quality 
Bus Partnership and has been 
cleared by the OFT. @ 


Traffic commissioner David 
Dixon says bus, coach and truck 
drivers should be randomly 
tested to stop drink driving. 
He suggested it would stop 
the ‘morning after’ problem, 
when some professional drivers 
were unwittingly over the limit 
after drinking the previous 
night. Dixon was_ speaking 
at a conference hosted by 
Telford Training Consultants. 
“| believe strongly that truck 
and bus operators should 
have random alcohol testing 
in place,” he told trainers who 
run rehabilitation courses for 
convicted drink drivers. 


The Greater Manchester 
PTE has secured provisional 
planning permission for a 
new bus station in Rochdale. 
The plan is part of a major 
regeneration of Rochdale town 
centre and would see the 
demolition of the existing bus 
station, located under a multi- 
storey car park. 


First Leicester is proposing to 
vacate its depot in Abbey Park 
Road, which started life as 
a Leicester Corporation tram 
depot. It would move to a new 
site in the city. 


Weekend night buses have 
been introduced in Mansfield 


by Stagecoach. Buses run 
hourly between midnight and 
3am on five routes on Fridays 
and Saturdays. The scheme 
— Nite Rider — uses buses fitted 
with CCTV and is to run as a 
three-month trial. 


A YOUTH who spat at a First bus 
driver in Glasgow has become 
the first person in Scotland to be 
convicted using a DNA swab kit. 

The youth, aged 17, was 
convicted using the special 
kits issued to all First Glasgow 
drivers. 

The 47-year-old driver was 
spat on and subjected to racial 
abuse when he challenged a 
group of youths who had refused 
to pay their fares. At Glasgow 
Sheriff Court one of them was 
convicted of racially aggravated 
breach of the peace and assault. 
He was fined £300. 

Alan Pert, security manager 
for First Glasgow, says the 


company is delighted DNA 
profiling resulted in a conviction. 
“These kits have been a powerful 
deterrent to people spitting on 
drivers. We are working closely 
with police on this issue and look 
forward to seeing similar success 
stories in the coming months.” 

Police have recorded 58 
incidents since DNA swab kits 
were introduced 13 months ago, 
and First says that saliva samples 
have led to 17 arrests. 

¢ In a separate incident, a 44- 
year-old man was found guilty 
of racially aggravated breach of 
the peace and was fined £250, 
following an assault on a First 
Glasgow revenue protection 
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M First Glasgow achieves first 
Scottish conviction as a result of 
DNA swab kit. 


officer carrying out ticket checks. 
0 www.firstgroup.com 


Bus wardens for Moray 


COMMUNITY wardens are to 
ride on Stagecoach buses in 
Moray to curb a spate of attacks 
— usually stone throwing — on 
buses. The wardens will travel at 
times identified by the police as 
particularly prone to vandalism, 
in an effort to cut down on 
anti-social behaviour and try to 
identify the people involved. 

Bus drivers will also give 
forms to passengers with contact 
details for Grampian police and 
Crimestoppers to encourage 
them to come forward if they 
witness any incidents. 

Community beat __ officer, 
Constable Gordon Methven, 
says: “Throwing stones at buses 
could at worst lead to someone 
being killed or seriously injured. 


It is crucial that parents help to | 


reinforce this message to their 
own kids as well. 

“We believe that there may be 
a link between underage drinking 
and this type of vandalism. We 
continue to tackle underage 
drinking with targeted police 
patrols.” 
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lB First PMT targets youngsters with 
new Junior unlimited ticket 


Targeting 
teenagers 


FIRST PMT has introduced a 
Junior unlimited travel ticket. 
Targeted at customers up to 15 
years of age, the ticket provides 
unlimited travel at any time of 
the day, and on any day of the 
week - weekends included. The 
initiative builds on the success of 
First’s Wot’s Happinin’ summer 
holidays promotion. 

The ticket removes the need 
for children to carry cash for 
bus fares and also reduces the 
number of situations in which re- 
quests for proof of age can lead 
to arguments. It is available as a 
weekly (£8.50), monthly (£33) 
or annual ticket (£370). 

Christopher Blyth, First PMT’s 
operations director, says “We're 
confident that this new ticket, 
will quickly establish itself as 
the modern and safe way for our 
younger customers to travel on 
our bus network.” 


0 www.firstgroup.com 
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Bradford hail-and-ride 


A NEW hail-and-ride minibus 
service, MetroConnect 3, has 
been introduced to the Euroway 
Industrial Estate in Bradford, 
with the aim of improving access 
to employment for people in the 
Little Horton and Trident areas of 
the city. 

A public consultation exercise 
in the area showed people saw 
Euroway as a key employment 
site but lack of public transport 
meant they could not compete 
for jobs there. 

The -service has been 
developed by Metro, the West 
Yorkshire PTE, Bradford Trident 
regeneration project, and 
Bradford City Teaching Primary 
Care Trust. It is operated by 
Bradford-based TLC and runs 
half hourly during the week and 
every hour on Sundays. 


CCTV monitoring 


A CCTV system to monitor bus 
lanes has been introduced in 
Kingston-upon-Thames. 

Kingston’s executive member 
for — transportation, Patricia 
Bamford, says: “A single car 
parked in a bus lane can clog 
up the whole system. By keeping 
cars out of bus lanes, delays can 
be minimised. 

“Some motorists still ignore 
bus lane rules, either driving or 
parking in them, severely delaying 
buses. Effective enforcement is 
essential to stop this.” 

In other London boroughs 
there has been a reduction in the 
number of cars using bus lanes 
and a 15 per cent improvement 
in journey times since CCTV was 
introduced. 


Metro rolls out yellow buses 


THE FIRST of the BMC yellow 
school buses for Metro, the West 
Yorkshire PTE, are now operating 
in Bradford. Over 60 per cent of 
the 73 primary school users of 
the first service previously trav- 
elled to school by car. The first 
operation serves four schools. 

“This figure of over 60 per cent 
shift from car to yellow bus is in 
line with the results achieved in 
Metro’s 11 pilot schemes over 
the past two years,” says Metro 
chairman Stanley King. 

“This level of success, which 
in the case of one school in 
Brighouse was over 90 per 
cent, has enabled us to secure 
£18.7million of funding from the 
Department for Transport to roll 


out yellow bus services across 
West Yorkshire over the next 
three years.” 

More services will be 
introduced from the start of the 
January term and will cover 41 
secondary and primary schools 
across the Bradford, Calderdale, 
Kirklees, Leeds and Wakefield 
districts by the end of the 
academic year. Each service 
covers a group of schools. At the 
end of the three-year programme, 
Metro aims to provide yellow bus 
services to 300 of the county’s 
schools. 

The new services are branded 
as My Bus. 


0 www.wymetro.com 


Certifying safety partnership 


TRAVEL WEST MIDLANDS 
has awarded an _ Operation 
Safer Travel Mark of Excellence 
certificate to the Wolverhampton 
Community Safety Partnership. 
WCSP has worked with staff 
from both TWM and the Midland 
Metro over the past 18 months 
to examine strategies to address 
problems of anti-social behaviour 
on buses and trams. 

Jack Henry, TWM engineering 
director, says: “Our prestigious 
OST Mark of — Excellence 
certificate ensures that 


organisations who work in 
partnership with us and make a 
difference, can be rewarded and 


recognised. WCSP have been a 
welcome partner in Operation 
Safer Travel now for two years 
and their commitment to bus 
and tram safety is impressive. 
“WCSP recognise that pro-active 
initiatives that help passengers 
on our bus and tram network 
also helps to enhance the city’s 
growing reputation as a safer, 
vibrant city.” 

WCSP was set up in 1994 
and aims to give local residents 
a voice in local issues and bring 
together both public and private 
sector organisations. 


@ www.travelwm.co.uk 
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Optare opens 
Benelux office 


OPTARE IS promoting its bus 
range in continental Europe with 
the opening of a new sales office 
in Eindhoven targeting customers 
in The Netherlands, Belgium and 
Luxemburg. 

“Winning sales on the Conti- 
nent is a key part of our future 
strategy”, says Paul Chapman, 
Optare’s commercial director. 
“We are confident that we have 
in the Solo the right vehicle 
with which to begin to target 
European customers and some 
of our other models, notably the 
new Tempo, should have strong 
appeal too.” 

¢ See People, page 71 
® www.optare.com 


New Green Line fares 


FIRST THIS week introduced an 
experimental fare structure on 
four Green Line services from 
Berkshire to London. Each jour- 
ney throughout the day will en 
a colour code, which dictates 
the fares charged. The seven 
colours, based on the colours of 
a rainbow, range from violet for a 
£1 single to red for an £11 day 
return. 

The winter period sees a drop 
in the number of off-peak travel- 
lers on the services, and First 
hopes that the new fares will en- 
courage more day-trippers , with 
return fares starting at £3. 


0 www.rainbowfares.com 
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New speed humps at the 
University of Bath have 
damaged three buses 
operated by First. Engineers 
have now altered the ramps 
to accommodate fully-laden 
buses. Russell Barrington- 
Crow, First’s area operations 
director, says: “The university 
has co-operated fully with us. 
When the ramps were first put 
in place, we didn’t experience 
any problems. It was only 
when term began and the 
buses were carrying a full load, 
that the ramps caused any 
damage.” 


A flexibly-routed demand- 
responsive taxi-bus_ service 
has been started in the Forest 
of Dean, operating two routes 
centred on Mitcheldean. The 
service has been funded using 
money from the government’s 
Rural Bus Challenge. 


Fife council has announced 
plans for a new £750,000 bus 
station in St Andrews. Work 
is to start in January, with 
completion in the spring. @ 


A 22-year-old Stagecoach 
driver in Cheltenham has 
been robbed of his takings at 
knifepoint. The driver stopped 
when a man ran out in front 
of him, waving his arms. 
The man then boarded the 
bus, pulled out a knife and 
demanded money. @ 


European diesel 
price update 


pence per litre equivalent 


DU.33 
57.26 
60.54 
78.74 
47.84 
62.09 
66.23 
71.06 
64.85 
68.30 


Austria 
Belgium 
Czech Rep 
Denmark 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Netherlands 
Hungary 73.02 
lreland 64.85 
Italy 68.30 
Luxembourg 53.82 
Norway VEL) 
Poland 61.35 
Portugal 57.26 
Spain 595 
Sweden 73:33 
Switzerland 73.54 
Source: AA 
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NEWS ANALYSIS 


lM First achieves first spit-kit conviction in Glasgow. 


Tackling bad behaviour 


iit 
KI] 


Assaults on 
staff are not simply a 
big city problem. 


HM Cash-free buses improve driver 


Lae 


security. 


ing would be a great job if it 

wasn’t for the passengers.” 
Now it is in danger of becoming 
a sad fact of life. 

Every day bus drivers face 
abuse from passengers. 

Let’s not pretend it’s new, 
because it isn’t. It’s difficult even 
to say if the problem is getting 
worse, or if it’s just getting more 
publicity. But it is a problem, of 
that there’s no doubt. 

It’s primarily an urban prob- 
lem, and there are regular 
reports from most of Britain’s 
biggest cities of assaults on 
drivers. In just one month this 
year — September — bus drivers 
in south-west London made 443 
reports to the capital’s Transport 
Operational Command Unit, part 
of the Metropolitan police which 
is funded by TfL. This led to 81 
arrests. If they reported 443 in- 


JOlR: 


25 


i t used to be a joke: “Bus driv- 
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cidents, in how many more cases 
did they feel it safer to keep their 
heads down? 

At a conference on transport 
crime in Liverpool last week 
transport minister Tony McNulty 
spoke of the need to show bus 
industry staff respect. He urged 
the introduction of zero tolerance 
towards anti-social behaviour 
saying that it was not inevitable 
that we should have loutish be- 
haviour on buses. 

McNulty has previously ad- 
dressed the issue saying last year 
that bus drivers were entitled to 
perform their work in safety and 
without abuse. “The vast major- 
ity of bus and coach journeys are 
made safely,” he said, “ but all 
too often bus crews are the target 
of assault and abuse. 

“Crime and the fear of crime 
is not just an issue for the travel- 
ling public, it is also an issue for 
staff.” 

First Glasgow has addressed 
the issue of drivers being spat 
at by issuing DNA swabs, the 
so-called spit kits, and the first 
successful prosecution of some- 
one for spitting at a bus driver 
saw a 17-year-old youth being 
convicted at Glasgow Sheriff 
Court last month of racially ag- 
gravated breach of the peace and 
assault. He was fined £300. 


aff? Stewart Brown reports. 


“6 Anti- 


social behaviour 

is also a deterrent 
to employment. 
Why drive a bus 
with a potentially 
threatening or 
unpleasant load 
when, for the same 
sort of wage, you 
could drive a truck? 


$| > =f 
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The significance of this case is 
that it sends a warning to others 
that they stand a good chance of 
being caught, in the hope that 
will dissuade them from assault- 
ing other drivers. First Glasgow 
anticipates further convictions in 
other spitting incidents. 

However assaults on staff are 
not simply a big city problem. 
Last month there were two at- 
tacks on Arriva drivers in Telford, 
both motivated by robbery and 
one, late at night, reportedly 
involving a gun. 

But it would be wrong, too, to 
think of bus crime as primarily a 
night-time problem. Drivers are 
as likely to be assaulted during 
the day. The spitting incident in 
Glasgow took place at 1600. 

Aside from assaults on staff 
there are wider issues relating to 
anti-social behaviour on public 
transport. 

Travel West Midlands runs a 
high-profile campaign, Operation 
Safer Travel, and regularly issues 
reports to the local press of OST 
successes, a move designed to 
deter would-be offenders. Much 
of the work of OST, a partnership 
between the bus operator and the 
police, is geared to preventing 
vandalism and fraudulent travel, 
but it also nets criminals, with 
many of the checks resulting in 


&é Free 


travel for police 
officers was once 
commonplace, and 
is again being 
introduced by 
companies who see 
tangible benefits in 
having policemen on 
buses. 


small numbers of passengers be- 
ing arrested. 

It also addresses behavioural 
issues, such as smoking on 
buses, and earlier this year Travel 
Coventry successfully prosecuted 
five passengers for smoking. 
They were fined a total of £285 
for the offences as well as £100 
in court costs. 

The most serious of on-bus 
crimes is clearly assaults on staff 
and passengers, followed closely 
by threatening behaviour which 
stops before turning to actual 
violence. Aside from the effects it 
has on those involved, anti-social 
behaviour is also a deterrent to 
employment. Why drive a bus 
with a potentially threatening or 
unpleasant load when, for the 
same sort of wage, you could 
drive a truck? 

Vandalism costs the industry 
vast sums of money, not just 
in repairs, but in convincing 
potential passengers that there 
have to be better ways to travel 
— so revenue is lost. Would you 
choose to travel on the top deck 
of a bus where every window has 
been etched by vandals? 

Is there an answer to these 
various issues? Well, no. At least 
not a single answer. 

Staff training is important, and 
good customer care training isn’t 
just about being polite to some 
grumpy old sod who grunts as 
he boards the bus, but about 
developing the skills which allow 
a driver to defuse a potentially 
violent situation. When tempers 
flare that’s easier said than done, 
but an appropriate response 
might make all the difference 
— even if it would be more sat- 
isfying to fight verbal abuse with 
more verbal abuse. 

Protective screens and assault 


CCTV has become a key part of the armoury to combat anti social behaviour. 


alarms for drivers have been 
around for 20 years or more, 
and will provide some security 
if the driver remains in his cab. 
More operators are fitting screens 
— Nottingham is the latest, fol- 
lowing an attack on a driver 
which may have left him with as 
permanent eye injury. 

CCTV is at present helping 
catch people who misbehave on 
buses, and as more and more 
people realise that CCTV cameras 
actually work — in the early stag- 
es of on-bus surveillance some 
operators used a mixture of real 
and dummy cameras — so CCTV 
will become more of a deterrent. 
The day when it is a standard 
fitment on all new buses surely 
cannot be far off. 

One way of eliminating vio- 
lence towards drivers is to relieve 
them of any duties other than 
driving. This is happening in Lon- 
don, where on the capital’s fleet 
of almost 300 articulated buses 
passengers pay before they board 


call: 01698°841883 
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and don’t even have to show their 
tickets to the driver. 

It means there’s no cash on 
the bus, and that eliminates at- 
tacks motivated by robbery. As 
the driver is working behind a 
security screen even unprovoked 
attacks are made more difficult. 

This approach is being fol- 
lowed by First in its Streetcar, 
which takes to Britain’s roads 
next year. Here the driver is in a 
separate compartment, just like a 
tram driver. 

Partnerships with the local 
police have an important part to 
play. In some areas — Glasgow 
is one — other bodies provide 
funding to ensure the police 
devote resources to transport 
crime. There the Strathclyde 
PTE provided money to secure 
a dedicated police officer to 
work full-time on crime reduction 
campaigns directed towards the 
problem of stoning buses and 
general disorder and crime on 
buses. The initiative between 
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TfL and the Metropolitan police 
addresses not just bus crime, but 
other problem areas such as the 
illegal use of bus lanes. 

Free travel for police officers 
was once commonplace, and is 
again being introduced by com- 
panies who see tangible benefits 
in having policemen on buses. 

And last year the DfT pub- 
lished guidance to help tackle 
crime on buses and coaches: 
Protecting Bus and Coach Crews: 
A Practical Guide. It offers advice 
to operators and staff on how 
they can reduce the risk of vio- 
lence, anti-social behaviour and 
criminal damage. 

There is no easy answer. The 
problem is not new. But what is 
different is the availability of new 
resources to tackle it — which 
can range from CCTV and assault 
screens, through to training in 
dealing with aggression. 

It's just sad that the industry 


needs to use them. 
Z 


Mie 


téTwo key factors persuaded 
us to pioneer this vehicle. It is 
commercially viable. And it is 
specially equipped to maintain 
good passenger behaviour. 
Scania worked with BUSK to 
ensure that it met all regulations 
and safety standards. 

We began a service in May. 
Now we have six more of these 
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70 seater coaches on order. 


Trevor Roberts 
Managing Director 
Newport Transport 


44 We’re delighted that 
Newport Transport are 
operating these specially 
designed school coaches 
built to BUSK specifications. 
| believe the S-KOOL Coach 
is a significant step forward 
in terms of safety and a 
benchmark for other operators 
and local school authorities 
to follow. 7 
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Pat Harris 
BUSK (Belt Up School Kids) 


@) Seana 


Tel: 01909 500822 


Bus and Coach 


Professional 
brings you 
the latest 

bus and coach 
news from 
around the 
world. 


A 17-year-old boy has been 
arrested in Los Angeles for 
allegedly causing $200,000- 
worth (£110,000) of damage 
to Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority buses by scrawling 
his mark on them. The MTA 
plans to seek restitution from the 
teenager’s parents. 


www. busandcoach.com 
TESTS by Westport Innovations 
of two Cummins-powered buses 
fuelled with a blend of hydrogen 
and compressed natural gas 
known as HCNG, show that 
the HCNG _ buses __ retained 
the same power and torque 
as natural gas buses while 
producing about 50 per cent less 
nitrogen oxides (NOx) and non- 
methane hydrocarbons (nmHC) 
emissions. 

Michael Gallagher, Westport’s 


chief operating officer says: 
“As cities begin to develop 
their hydrogen _ infrastructure 


we expect HCNG buses and 
trucks will offer an excellent 
way to develop critical mass 
for fueling infrastructure while 
allowing fleets the flexibility to 
revert to CNG-only operation as 
fuel availability dictates. This 
experience could be a significant 
first step in moving towards 
hydrogen-based transportation in 
the future.” 

Westport is to demonstrate 
up to five HCNG-fuelled transit 
buses in Vancouver, and is 
working with China’s Tsinghua 
University to co-research and 
demonstrate technologies using 
HCNG in bus fleets in Chinese 
cities. 

Voters in Arizona are consid- 
ering a 20-year $15.8billion 
(£8.5billion) transport plan for 
the adjacent cities of Phoenix 
and Scottsdale which would 
include $2.7billion (£1.5billion) 
for improved bus services. The 
funding would come from the ex- 
tension over the next 20 years of 
a half-cent sales tax. Bus use in 
Phoenix has risen by 40 per cent 
in the last three years, following 
the adoption in 2000 of a sales 
tax to fund transport.Included in 
the plan are 2,100 new buses, 
1,000 new dial-a-ride vehicles, 
improved services on 30 existing 
routes, and the creation of ten- 
new routes. 


oe 


Supporters of the plan say 
changing demographics — will 
boost demand for transport. The 
region’s elderly population will 
triple in 20 years, compared 
with a doubling of the overall 
population. 

And transport officials say 
more frequent services and long- 
er hours of operation will make 
buses something more than an 
option of last resort for those 
without cars. “The impression 
that people won't ride because 
they can afford another alterna- 
tive doesn’t necessarily reflect 
other desires, like the ability to 
make an environmental choice 
or just to cut trips,” says Mary 
O’Connor, Scottsdale’s transpor- 
tation general manager. 
SS oo 
A FLEET of 17 hybrid buses 
is being used to introduce new 
commuter services, branded 
e-tran, to Elk Grove, California, 
from January 2005. The buses 
feature an ultra-low emission 
Ford petrol engine which meets 
2007 California Air Resources 
Board and Environmental 
Protection Agency standards for 
emissions of nitrogen oxides. 
Each bus will feature on-board 
satellite TV with passengers using 
headsets to hear broadcasts. The 
buses will also feature reclining 
seats with tray tables, parcel 
racks, and individual reading 
lamps. Each bus will also be 
equipped for wireless internet 
access. The buses are not new. 
They are instead total rebuilds by 
Complete Coach Works of mid- 
life Gillig Phantoms. 

A programme to cut pollution 
from school buses in lowa 
by running them on_ biodiesel 
has received a $250,000 
(£135,000) federal grant. 
The aim is to have 230 buses 
running on biodiesel, which 
costs operators $2.35 (£1.27) 
a gallon, compared with $1.48 
(80p) for normal diesel. 

And in a separate move in New 
Jersey the problem of school bus 
emissions is being tackled by 
fitting vehicles with particulate 
traps designed to reduce 
particulate emissions by 50 per 
cent or more, and crankcase 
ventilation filters to reduce oil 
drips and aerosol emissions. 

In a scheme funded by 
the state’s Department of 
Environmental Protection and 
energy supplier Public Service 
Enterprise Group, 46 school 
buses operated by Camptown 
Bus Lines are being fitted with 
the equipment. 
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CHINA 


CHINESE automotive manufac- 
turer Dongfeng says that after 
a year of tests it plans to start 
the mass production of hybrid 
buses in 2005. With the number 
of vehicles on Chinese roads in- 
creasing rapidly, China faces the 
twin problems of pollution and a 
growing reliance on imported oil. 
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BANGLADESH 


OLD buses are to be banned from 
the streets of Dhaka, the capital 
of Bangladesh. The plan is that 
any public transport vehicles 
- buses, minibuses, cabs and 
auto-rickshaws — which are over 
ten years old will be prohibited 
from the city. They will still be 
allowed to operate elsewhere. 


PERU has joined the countries 
investigating alternative fuels 
with the introduction of the 
country’s first CNG-powered bus 
in the coastal city of Callao. Peru 
has natural gas reserves. 
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CANADA 


A two-week strike by 700 bus 
drivers in Quebec City has ended 
with a six-year wage deal which 
will increase drivers’ wages by 
15 per cent. The hourly rate 
for drivers will rise from $21.13 
(£9.50) to $24.21 (£10.90) 
by 2007, and after five years 
of service drivers will get four 
weeks holiday. During the strike 
company managers drove buses 
to provide a limited peak hour 
service. 
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Cometh the year... 
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..cometh the MAN 


How does a PSV manufacturer follow winning the Coach of the Year 2004 award? 
That was the burning question at NEOMAN, the bus and coach subsidiary of MAN. 
And the company didn't have to wait too long for the answer. Bus of the Year 2005 goes to the new, 
refined MAN Lion's City bus, proving that, as far as bus and coach awards are concerned, 
two really can come along at once. 


MAN Lion's City secured victory with a combination of innovations. 

Superwide tyres, modified four-bellow rear suspension, new-design running gear, an aisle width 
of 800mm and a range of seating variants — all combined to provide a bright and spacious interior 
for passengers and an economic, practical business proposition for operators. 

And it's good news for UK operators too, as Lion's City technology will be 
available on a wide range of coaches and buses tailored specifically for the UK. 


IMIZAALNY 
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Members of the MAN Nutzfahrzeuge Group 


MAN ERF UK Ltd. (Bus & Coach Division), Frankland Road, Blagrove, Swindon, Wiltshire SNS 8YU 
www.man.co.uk 
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Nostalgia for charity 


VENTS 


Tuesday 16 November 
Conference: Quality Bus Contracts 
— The legal and financial 
implications, London. 

01224 263134. 

www. rgu.ac.uk 


Thursday 18 November 

Lunch: Ninth Annual Bus Industry 
Awards, London. 

www. bus-industry-awards.com 


Saturday-Sunday 20-21November 
Exhibition: Coach & Bus show, 
Dublin. 

www.cttc.ie 


Wednesday 24 November 
Conference: Accessibility 
Regulations for Coaches, Warwick. 
020 7240 3131 

www. cpt-uk. org 


Thursday 25 November 
Conference: Towards Sustainable 
Urban Transport, Brussels. 

00 44 32 2 663 66 30. 
www.uitp.com 


Tuesday 25 January 2005 
Conference: LTP2 — The Key 
Issues, London. 01224 263134. 
www. rgu.ac.uk 


Thursday 27 January 2005 
Dinner: CPT Annual Dinner, 
London Hilton Hotel. 

www. cpt-uk. org 


Monday-Wednesday 7-9 March 
2005 Exhibition: Busworld India, 
New Delhi. 


Wednesday 30 March 2005 
Dinner: London Transport Awards, 
London Hilton Hotel. 

01224 263134. 

www. abs.ac.uk/cftp 


Thursday 31 March 2005 
Conference: London Transport 
Awards, CBI Conference Centre, 
London. 01224 263134. 

www. abs.ac.uk/cftp 


Monday-Tuesday 25-26 April 
2005 Conference: CPT Scottish 
Council, Gleneagles Hotel. 
0131 272 2150. 

www. cpt-uk.org 


Sunday-Thursday 5-9 June 2005 
Conference and Exhibition: 

UITP, Rome. 

www. uitp.com/rome2005 


REGULAR readers will know of 
my aversion to Routemasters, 
buses which should long ago 
have been consigned to museums 
and scrapyards. 

| had intended never to 
mention them again — or at least 
not until | can celebrate the 
last one departing from regular 
London service — but I'll make an 
exception for this one, because it 
was all for a good cause. 

When Arriva London replaced 
Routemasters on route 73 with 
new Mercedes artics — from the 
ridiculous to the sublime, to coin 
a phrase — they organised what 
in the world of television would 
be called celebrity guests to mark 


the occasion. 

These celebrities were assorted 
old buses, including RM5, seen 
here with Arriva  London’s 
managing director Mark Yexley, 
receiving a cheque for Cancer 
Research UK from Colin Springall, 
who arranged the event. 

Says Mark Yexley: “Some 
enthusiasts offered to run 
vehicles on route 73 to mark its 
vehicle changeover and to allow 
customers and enthusiasts alike 
the chance to take a nostalgic 
journey. 

“No fares were charged for 
these buses - but customers very 
generously donated a total of 
£250 to travel.” 


Florida lava louts 


THE bus station in downtown 
Orlando in Florida was closed 
for an hour one morning in late 
October as the bomb squad 


checked out a _ suspicious 
container of clear liquid on 
the roof of an adjoining office 
building. 


It was discovered after police 
responded to a_ report of 
people on the roof who are 
described politely in the US as 
“transients”. 

On this side of the Atlantic 
we’d use much more pointed 
descriptions. 


Anyway, this mysterious 
container was reported to the 
bomb squad by police officers 
whom, one suspects, were too 
young to remember the 1970s 
— for it was nothing more harmful 
than a lava lamp. 

I've never liked them much 
myself, but my dislike was never 
so intense that | felt like getting 
the bomb squad to come and 
deal with one. 

Much easier to simply switch 
it off, hide it behind the settee 
and hope nobody notices it’s 
missing. 


Digging for 
treasure 


BRISTOLS Marlborough Street 
bus station is now being 
demolished in preparation for the 
construction of a new one. And 
archaeologists are to search the 
site for medieval remains. They 
hope to find a human burial site 
and discover further buildings 
connected to a 12th-century 
church. 

One suspects they might also 
find genuine Setright bus tickets, 
the odd bus timetable and traces 
of diesel leaked from bus engines 
over many years. 


Those were the days... 


WE take Dennis products pretty 
much for granted these days. 
Over the last 20 years the 
company’s buses and coaches 
have penetrated just about every 
corner of Britain — and hopefully 
will continue to do so now that 
the TransBus chapter has been 
closed. 

But it wasn’t always the case, 
and while Dennis was an 
old-established maker, it was 
never really that big in the bus 
business. 

This vehicle, a Lancet Il, is 
typical of the single-deckers 
which the company built in the 
late 1930s and 1940s with its 
high-set radiator. It’s actually a 
1938 model, operated by West 
Bromwich Corporation, and it 
had an unusually high seating 
capacity of 39 for a 1930s bus. 
It served West Bromwich for 20 
years, and the modern Daimler 
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in the background indicates 
this picture was taken near the 
end of its life, although it still 
looks pretty smart. The West 
Bromwich livery was two shades 
of blue and cream. 

With tiny headlamps, miniscule 
mirrors and a small windscreen 
the driver wasn’t — exactly 


provided with a luxurious or well- 
appointed working environment. 
Suspension seats for drivers? 
That'll be the day! 

The West Bromwich bus fleet 
was absorbed by the West 
Midlands PTE in 1969. Today 
the town is served by Travel West 
Midlands. 


Mobile Digital Video Recording 


©® Connect up to 4, 8 or 16 Cameras 

@ Split Screen display for driver (4/9/16 way splits) 
@ 55 Days Recording “In The Box” 

®@ Removable Hard Drive Replaces VCR Tapes 

© Audio Recording Facility 

©@ Alarm Inputs for Panic Button & Reversing Camera 
® Starts Recording at “Ignition On” 

© Vibration & Shock Proof Design 

© Users PC or Dedicated Playback DVR 

@ FREE Video Management Software for your PC 

@ Remote Management via Wireless LAN 

®@ Back-up to CD-RW via Users PC 

@ Optional GPS Vehicle Tracking 

®@ Plug n Play Installation 

© Built-in Automotive Power Supply 


Discrete Bus Cameras 


@ Discrete “Spy Hole” System 

@ Fits Flush to Vehicles Inner or Outer Skin 
© IP65 Rated means it’s ideal for Extenal or Air Conditioned Environemnts 
© Viewing Angles Adjusted via Cam System 

@ Colour and Monochrome Options 

©@ Super-wide Dynamic Range to cope with Car Headlights 
© Simple Plug n Play Installation 


LAUNCH OFFER ::™ 


x DVR 
£6pw Installed: 41 tus cameras 
Je sRECT | Complete DVRs from 
e “~) ce | 
oe THE | ff ‘ ay 
BT NUFACTURER | hoy ; 
cae ch vie approved — DVRX Ltd aa plus VAT 


“CBX ll, West Wing * 382-390 Midsummer Blvd ¢ Central Milton Keynes * MK9 2RG 


Tel: +44 1908 847 003 eFax: +44 1908 507 964 


E: sales@dvrextreme.com 


New 
Adgroup 
branding 


ADBUS HAS relaunched _ itself 
as Adgroup to reflect its growth 
beyond the UK and to distinguish 
its advertising business on- and 
off-bus. 

The group comprises two 
brands: Adbus which looks 
after bus advertising in the UK 
as well as Malta and northern 
Portugal; and Adsite which 
covers airport advertising at 
Leeds Bradford International 
Airport, ferry advertising on 
Caledonian MacBrayne Ferries 
and racecourse and_ leisure 
advertising at Newcastle 
Racecourse. 

Since its launch in 1986, the 
company has been known as 
Adbus, but founder and managing 


Group 


director Andrew Walker believes 
it is the right time to change: 
“With such a huge growth in 
our business both in the UK and 
across Europe, we felt the time 
was right to relaunch our name 
to reflect our size and portfolio. 

“Adgroup has now _ been 
born with an expanded team 
of dedicated and experienced 
personnel who will offer the 
highest levels of service and 
advice to our clients ” 

To reflect the company’s 
growth, the senior management 
team has expanded with new 
appointments in finance, sales 
and marketing. 

¢ See People, page 71. 


Stedall revamps website 


A MAJOR upgrade has been completed on the Stedall (Vehicle 
Fittings) website. The company’s entire catalogue is now available 
online and customers can print off pages in PDF format. 


@Owww.stedall.co.uk 


Safe cash depositing 


SCAN COIN offers a new driver 
cash depositing systems, CDP4 
with a number of enhanced 
features. The system is 
designed for through-the-wall 
or stand-alone installation and 
incorporates a colour screen 
and Windows 2000 operating 
system. 

The CDP4 connects to TCP/ 
IP networks to transfer cash 
information, real-time monitoring 
of machine operations and 
service diagnostics. A USB port 
is provided so that additional 
peripherals such as memory 
devices and floppy drives can be 
connected to transfer data. 

The CDP4 module is 
compatible with all existing 
Scan Coin CDP installations and 
can be used with existing base 
cabinets, safes and vaults. 

Front or rear access can be 
specified for removing note and 
coin vaults and for servicing. 

“In developing the CDP4 
we looked at future as well 
as present —_ requirements,” 
says Steve Fitton, Scan coin 
sales director. “The system is 


designed so that we can add 
to the features and functions 
in the future without the need 
for modification or mechanical 
changes. The coin mechanism 
and control functions are all 
software-controlled so the CDP4 
can grow and evolve with the 
changing needs of operators.” 

The CDP4 processes up to 16 
coins and tokens at speeds of up 
to 800 a minute. Coin and note 
total counts are displayed on 
a full-screen LCD, and Escrow 
facilities offer drivers the option 
of recovering coins. The system 
can be pre-programmed to 
accept metal National Transport 
Tokens. 

In addition to validated 
cash transactions, the CDP4 
incorporates a  dropsafe for 
depositing non cash items such 
as cheques, credit card slips and 
tickets. 

The system imposes a routine 
on all drivers. Before being 
allowed to deposit cash they 
must respond to questions on 
the CDP’s display including 
confirmation that any vehicle 


18) hus coach PROFESSIONAL 


New lightweight seat 


from Grammer 


GRAMMER’S NEW Gran Turismo 
seat is lighter than conventional 
passenger seats, according 
to the German-based seat 
manufacturer, whilst meeting all 
rigidity and safety requirements. 

Around 15 per cent of the 
weight has been taken out of the 
seat compared to a traditional 
design, reducing overall vehicle 
unladen weight. 

Grammer, which also owns 
Lazzerini, says that the new 
seat should help operators cope 
with the tough weight limits on 
coaches, whilst ensuring comfort 
and safety. 


ww New Grammer seat is 
15 per cent lighter. 


The newly launched 25kg 
Gran Turismo has an integrated 
3-point seat belt and Isofix child 
seat attachment. 


Evolution from Fur 


FURTEX HAS unveiled its new 
Evolution wool moquette range 


with seven designs in four 
colourways. 
All of the fabrics in the 


Evolution range are stocked for 
next day delivery, according to 
Furtex and backed by a five year 
guarantee. Co-ordinating fabrics 
are available for ceilings, sides 
and curtains and a full bespoke 
service is also available. 


@ New Evolution range offers 
28 fabric options. 


defects have been reported. 

Scan Coin’s Cash Vault 
Management System offers a 
secure and auditable solution 
for managing on-bus cash vaults 
and permits vault tracking and 
reconciliation from vehicle to 
cash room. All vehicles and 
vaults are bar-coded and read 
using a hand-held data collection 
module. Similar modules 
attached to the cash office 
counting and sorting equipment 
permit a seamless and verified 
audit trail of vehicles, vault and 
cash details. 

“The system is simple to 
operate, fast and error free,” 
says Fitton. “When removing a 
cash vault from the bus, staff 
simply scan the bar code on the 
full vault, followed by the bus 
bar code and finally the empty 
vault that is being installed. The 
module warns them if they try to 
record data in the wrong order.” 

The Cash Vault Management 
System is fully compatible with 
Scan Coin’s high speed coin 
sorters including the SC Active 
4000 and the SC Active 2000. 


Scan Coin’s new 
CDP4 system. 


gives you twice the value. More quality 

editorial and more sales opportunities. 
And backed by the industry’s premier website 
- www.busandcoach.com - Bus and Coach 
Professional now leads the way for in-depth 
news coverage and analysis. 

Our fortnightly frequency has proved a huge 
hit amongst readers and advertisers and has 
positioned us as the leading management title 
in the industry. 

And not content with producing the best 
magazine, we've also got a whole family of titles 
to keep you informed and entertained. 

www.busandcoach.com is the clear number 
one website for industry news and features. 
Delivering regular updates from the Bus and 
Coach Professional news team, it is also 
accompanied by an email bulletin service to 
subscribers. 

Coach Tourism Professional is our monthly 
title addressing the specific concerns of the 
coaching sector with business-led features on 
industry people, places and opportunities. 

Plus there are two fantastic yearbooks. 
The Bus and Coach Professional Yearbook with 
its acclaimed industry buyers’ guide including 
details of all the latest vehicle offerings; and 
the Coach Tourism Handbook which offers an 
easy-to-use gazetteer of tourism destinations 
and contacts. 


Fy HE fortnightly Bus and Coach Professional 


To ensure you get your regular copy, go to: 


www. busandcoach.com 


AND 
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wear on your suspension? 
Polyurethane bushes have greater 
strength and durability providing extended 
bush life and more importantly reduced 
workshop time. 


Polybush are the leading manufacturer of 
long lasting bushes for the Bus & Coach 
market. 


Our Range includes: 


Daf SB & DB 
Mercedes 7-& 

Sprinter, 0305, 0404 
Leyland (Tiger, Lynx, National, Titan) 
Dennis (Dart, Javelin, Lance, Trident) 

Volvo (B12, B10, Bé, B7) 
Scania (94, 112, 113 & 124 series) 
Optare Metrorider 


If you come-c : 
often then contact Polybush 


Telephone: +44 (0) 1978 664316 
Fax: +44 (0) 1978 661190 
Email: Sales@polybush.co.uk 
www.polybush.co.uk 


We can help solve your problems! 


www.polybush.co.uk 
Clywedog Road South, Wrexham Industrial Estate, Wrexham LL13 9XS, UK. 
Tel: +44(0) 1978 664316 Fax: +44(0)1978 661190 
Email: sales@polybush.co.uk 


Scarborough 
is now back at 
pre-administration 
levels of production, 


ey PROFILE 


Steve Rooney 


RIAN Davidson is not 
Berne to take no for 
an answer. That’s certainly 
true of his ambition to take on the 
Plaxton business. His first bid for 
the business was back in June 
2002. After this was rebuffed 
by TransBus, he tried again 
in December 2003. Another 
negative response didn’t put him 
off, he simply kept his powder 
dry and re-emerged to buy the 
business from the administrators 
when the walls came tumbling in 
on TransBus. 
lf truth be known, he’s 
probably got a much _ better 
financial deal by being turned 
away at the outset, but of course 
at the expense of lifting the 
business out of the trauma of 
administration. 
“Scarborough is 
at pre-administration 
production,” says Davidson. 
Supply-chain problems have 
largely been resolved and the 
undeniable enthusiasm of the 
Scarborough workforce — from 
boardroom to shop floor - has 
meant a speedy return to the 


now back 
levels of 
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wins 


marketplace for a much-loved 
British coach brand. 

“There has been a fantastic 
enthusiasm amongst the 
Scarborough workforce,” says 
Davidson, “and this has now 
transferred to Anston and the 
parts operation. 

“We have a very open culture 
here. We share lots of economic 
information with the whole team 
and have maintained very good 
relations with the trade unions.” 

According to Davidson the 
profitability targets for the first 
six months of trading will be met 
and cash generation has allowed 
the company to reduce its bank 
debts. “We now have negligible 
borrowings,” says Davidson. 

“Our goals are not volume 
related,” he adds, acknowledging 
that turnover is slightly down 
on initial projections although 
he puts much of this down 
to early supply issues and 
phasing of production. “We are 
looking forward to a very strong 
December,” he says. 

Plaxton’s latest baby is the 
Pronto, an accessible minibus 


whose development was delayed 
due to the TransBus collapse. 
As a result of the slide into 
administration, early orders were 
cancelled but the product has 
now re-emerged and the first 
vehicle delivered to the London 
Borough of Redbridge. The Pronto 
joins the small bus line-up from 
Plaxton produced at its Anston 
plant. The Beaver 2 continues 
to gain orders with around 90 
vehicles produced in 2004. 
Rumours of its demise at the 
hands of accessibility regulations 
have now been confounded by 
Plaxton’s announcement of a 
new wheelchair-equipped version 
to full DDA-spec for production 
next year. “The Beaver order 
book remains very busy,” says 
Davidson. “The DDA variant 
with a side lift arrangement will 
retain at least 27 seats and at 
16-20mpg, it remains the best 
value in its class in terms of 
pence-per-mile.” 

The Cheetah which now sports 
new Kiel seats offers a “real 
coach feel in a smaller vehicle,” 
says Davidson. “The new seats 


We anticipate that the additional 


cost for the wheelchair lift will be within 
the industry's expectation levels of around 


£10-£12,000. 
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offer an improved 3-point belt 
option and we have also fitted 
the same plug door system that 
is in the larger coaches.” 

Whilst Cheetah production is 
normally carried out at Anston, 
the company has the flexibility 
to switch it to Scarborough if 
capacity is needed at Anston for 
Beaver and Pronto production. 

At the Coach & Bus show, 
Plaxton announced orders for 
12 Panthers for Sean Logan. The 
coaches are 12.8m on two axles, 
an arrangement that Davidson 
believes offers the best value in 
terms of capacity without the 
additional cost of a third axle. 

Orders for ten 10m Profiles 
were alSo announced at the show 
although the operator’s names 
have yet to be confirmed. 

“There is strong demand 
for a mid-sized coach,” says 
Davidson. “But you have got to 
get the economics right.” The 
short Profiles will be built on 
Javelin chassis which also offers 
good luggage capacity in a 10m 
vehicle. 


Wheelchair accessibility 
was one of the main talking 
points at the NEC show and 
whilst Plaxton is not yet ready 
to unveil its solution to getting 
wheelchairs onto a high floor 
coach, it has much work in 
progress with a target for the 
first lift-equipped vehicles to go 
into production shortly. “We aim 
to have the vehicle available in 
the first quarter of 2005,” says 
Davidson. 


Plaxton’s solution is a 
wheelchair lift at the front 
entrance which moves the 


passenger up into the vehicle 
and then back into the first front 
offside position. The wheelchair 
passenger will then be seated in 
the main passenger area, unlike 
the Wrightbus solution which 
places the wheelchair on the 
lower platform level. 

Plaxton’s wheelchair lift 
requires a wider entrance door 
and will be available initially 
only on the Panther body. A 
full working model has already 
been revealed to some Plaxton 
customers. “We anticipate 


that the additional cost for the 
wheelchair lift will be within the 
industry’s expectation levels of 
around £10-£12,000.” 

The EuroRider chassis with 
Plaxton body was also on display 
at Coach & Bus. Whilst there 
were a small number produced 
under previous regimes on 
both sides — Coach Europe and 
TransBus — there appears to be 
real belief in the Plaxton/lrisbus 
combination this time around. “I 
believe that it offers a very good 
low-cost high-floor coach,” says 
Davidson. For lrisbus the Plaxton 
body sits alongside the higher- 
spec Beulas and provides an 
additional platform for them to 
maintain their strong position in 
the UK coach market. 


Continued on Page 22> 


Our parts 
operation is now 
able to offer some- 
one on the end of 
the phone who is a 
coach specialist and 
knows the Plaxton 
product inside-out. 
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m EuroRider Paragon heralds a renewed partnership between Irisbus and Plaxton. 


Continued from Page 21 > 


@The first Pronto is now in service with the 
London Borough of Redbridge 


There has been a fantastic 
enthusiasm amongst the Scarborough 
workforce and this has now transferred to 
Anston and the parts operation. 
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Yellow school vehicles may 
be flavour of the month, but 
Davidson appears unlikely to 
be diverted away from his main 
purpose by reacting to cheap 
imports of dedicated yellow 
buses. “The 70-seat Profile is a 
true multifunction vehicle,” he 
says. “Not only can it be used to 
take kids to and from school, it’s 
a vehicle that parents can have 
confidence in for a trip across to 
France, with the space to handle 
the luggage as well. 

“We believe that the important 
thing is for our models to be best 
in class. That way you ensure 
that residual values remain high. 
The proof of this is that when we 
take in used Plaxtons through 
our dealership, they don’t wait 
around long for a buyer.” 

Davidson is proud of the quality 
of the dealership operation at 
Anston. “We aim to keep the 
vehicles in pristine condition,” 
he says, “ and, most importantly, 
buy and sell at the right price so 
they are moved on quickly.” 

The parts and service operation 
too is surpassing expectations, 
according to Davidson. “We are 
now able to offer someone on the 
end of the phone who is a coach 


specialist and knows the Plaxton 
product inside-out.” Davidson 
has backed his commitment 
to strengthening the parts 
and service operation with an 
additional £500,000 worth of 
parts inventory at Anston. 

Davidson started his career 
at British Aerospace after an 
economics degree at Glasgow 
University. “I started as a buyer, 
even though | didn’t really know 
what one was. But the British 
Aerospace name sounded good 
anyway.” 

In 1995 he joined Alexander. 
“| was due to take up a job at 
KPMG in London but following a 
call from Bill Cameron | became 
materials director at Alexander 
instead.” Four months later he 
moved up to production director. 

Davidson’s stint at Alexander 
coincided with a_ significant 
increase in volume with UK 
buses vying for production slots 
with three-axle vehicles for Hong 
Kong. A short period in the US 
for Mayflower was _ followed 
by a return to Alexander as 
commercial director. Then came 
TransBus. 


It is perhaps significant that the 
only part of TransBus that retained the 
original brand on the vehicle right up to 


the end was Plaxton. 


“When TransBus emerged 
| originally planned to leave as | 
couldn't see how | would fit in, 
but then a position was created 
focusing on the restructuring of 
the operations.” 

Davidson says that he believed, 
at the time, that the initial 
decision to close Scarborough 
was folly. “l worked hard with 
John Smith and Neil Beresford 
to develop a business plan to 
preserve the Plaxton operation,” 
says Davidson. “Fortunately the 
board eventually backed the 
plan. 

“Through all of this work, 
| began to realise the depth of 
goodwill there was in the Plaxton 
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product. It is perhaps significant 
that the only part of the TransBus 
business that retained the original 
brand on the vehicle right up to 
the end was Plaxton.” 

Davidson is a self-confessed 
optimist. And now he has the 
opportunity to prove that his 
confidence in the Plaxton brand 
was justified. But he’s not alone 
of course. Operators large and 
small were quick to acknowledge 
support for the re-emergence 
of Plaxton and if the company 
can maintain its position in the 
flat market that we are currently 
witnessing, it should be in a good 
position to prove the optimists 


right. 
V; 


@ Plaxton made a last-minute decision to attend the NEC show. 
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OMNIBUS SYSTEMS ARE THE U.K.’S LEADING SUPPLIER 
OF TIMETABLE AND SCHEDULING SOFTWARE TO THE 
PASSENGER TRANSPORT INDUSTRY; OUR PROGRAMS 
ARE NOW INSTALLED AT OVER 120 OPERATIONAL SITES 


Departures from: 
Hill Cross 
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We supply modules for constructing 
timetables, schedules, rotas and bus stop 
displays to a wide range of transport 
operators and local authorities both in the 
UK and internationally. 


Timetables 


Bus Scheduling 


* 
@ 
Our support staff all have a background as 
professionals in the passenger transport 6 
industry, supplying you with the knowledge and 
@ 
@ 
€ 


Crew Scheduling 


experience to help you reach the best solutions. 


Rotas 
Web Page Timetables 
Roadside Displays 


Omnibus Systems provide the most versatile 
timetable and scheduling software currently 
available. Our systems are proven in use, 
with more than ten years experience 
providing transport operators and local 
authorities with the systems that meet their 
needs. We are constantly improving our 
products, consulting with our customers, 


responding to and anticipating the changes Installed in over 120 sites 
in the passenger transport industry. Our back : ‘ 
up service is second to none, providing with users of all sizes, 

support and training from experienced Omnibus Systems ensure 


transport industry professionals. 


the exact timetabling and 
WE KNOW YOUR OBJECTIVES. scheduling solution with 


WE CAN HELP YOU REALISE THEM. top-class back-up and training 


Omnibus Systems 


HOLLINWOOD BUSINESS CENTRE 
ALBERT STREET, HOLLINWOOD, OLDHAM OL8 3QL 


Telephone: 0161 683 3100 - Fax: 0161 683 3102 
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Computerised timetable and scheduling systems 
continue to develop with new features to make the 
operator's life easier. Steve Banner reports. 


As well 
as becoming more 
sophisticated, 
timetabling and 
scheduling software 
is getting easier to 
use. 


ne of the problems with 
Oerrmeies timetabling 

and scheduling systems 
so far as the smaller operator 
is concerned is cost. More and 
more software providers are 
attempting to overcome this 
objection by offering web-based 
systems, and Trapeze is one of 
the latest, with Trapeze 6 coming 
out next year. 

“There’s not so much of a 
hardware requirement, and 
savings can be made in terms 
of training, maintenance, and 
support too,” says business 
development manager Chris 
Gough. “What’s more, it makes 
linking up with journey planners 
and other information systems 
that much simpler.” 

Trapeze recognises that not 
all firms — especially small firms 
— require a function-rich product, 
and it can simplify its package 
so that they only get what they 
really want. “We can make it 
more specific to the individual 


user,” he observes. 
“You can still have Info 
Publisher though,” he adds. 


It’s used to print out timetables 
that can be used in promotional 
leaflets or posted at bus stops. 


“We could add on Blockbuster 
too if that’s what a customer 
would like,” he says. “It can be 
used for duty scheduling. 

“Remote access by lots of 
people if that’s what you require 
is easy with Trapeze 6, and that’s 
another advantage.” 

Remote access is something 
IVU hopes to offer in conjunction 


with its packages, says UK 
managing director __ Alistair 
Quigley. 


“Although we're not looking 
at going web-based at present, 
what we are thinking about doing 
is giving drivers the ability to view 
their duty rosters from a home 
PC,” he says. “It will tell them 
when they’re next on, and give 
them further information such as 
how much holiday they’ve had, 
and how many days off sick.” 

While interested in appealing 
to smaller users, Trapeze is 
certainly not ignoring larger ones 
“We've got nearly 120 clients 
in the UK now, and 20 to 25 
of them are major operations, 
including local authorities and 
PTEs such as Nexus,” Gough 
explains. 

It has a contract with TfL to 
provide the software to support 


SCHEDULING 


> Continued on Page 26 
the Dial a Ride service it operates. 
“It will go live in the first quarter 
of 2005, and help handle 8,000 
individual trips daily,” he says. 

Pembrokeshire County Council 
uses Trapeze’s routing software 
to help organise home-to-school 
transport. By redesigning routes 
it has netted some substantial 
savings -— the software can 
generate reports on topics such 
as ridership and costings — and 
is now using a Trapeze program 
to manage its Dial-A-Ride service 
too. 

“Somerset County Council 
will soon be using our software 
to handle everything relating to 
passenger transport, including 
schools and social services,” 
says Gough. 

IVU too is promoting its wares 
to bigger customers. “In fact 
we've just converted two of our 
leading British clients - TWM 
and Nottingham City Transport — 
to the latest version of Microbus, 
our planning, scheduling, and 
optimisation software,” says 
Quigley. 

“TWM isn't taking this part 
of the package, but one of 
Microbus’s latest innovations is 
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We've got 
nearly 120 clients in 
the UK now, and 20 
to 25 of them are 
major operations, 
including local 
authorities and PTEs 
such as Nexus 

Chris Gough, 
Trapeze. 
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to give the operator the ability to 
schedule vehicles and driver duty 
rosters simultaneously,” he says. 

Said to be particularly useful to 
operators running cross-country 
routes and services to outlying 
areas, it’s something that’s 
being employed by bus company 
ARST; Azienda Regionale Sarda 
Trasporti. Its operation in 
Cagliari, the capital of Sardinia, 
is responsible for organising 460 
vehicles and 950 drivers, and 
ARST is using Microbus to deal 
with timetabling too. 

One of Italy’s largest bus 
companies and, with over 12m 
passengers annually, the most 
important in Sardinia, ARST 
operates a number of cross- 
country routes. They include the 
island’s important north-south 
link. 

The installation of Microbus 
will be completed when _ it 
switches over to its summer 
timetable in 2005. 

One of the program’s big 
advantages, so far as ARST is 
concerned, is the way in which it 
offers a large number of standard 
interfaces to other systems. 
That's useful when it comes 
to, for example, generating and 
making use of payroll data. 

The most recent version of 
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Microbus features a_ different 
approach to timetabling, says 
Quigley. 

“With most packages you 
build up to the point at which 
the timetable changes from, 
say, summer to winter on date 
‘x’,” he explains. “However our 
system allows alterations to 
be introduced at intermediate 
stages. 

“If for example you decide 
you want a vehicle to leave 10 
minutes later during the second 
week of December, then you 
can programme that in, and 
all the other timing changes 
will be made automatically,” he 
continues. “If you want the bus 
to switch back to its ordinary 
timetable the following week, 
then Microbus can accommodate 
that too. 

“You can play tunes on it. If 
you want five buses to depart 10 
minutes early in the first week, 
but only two of them in the 
second week, then it can cope 
with that as well.” 

While TWM may not be 
employing IVU’s simultaneous 
scheduling package, it’s making 
full use of its new map module, 
says Quigley. 

“You can see all the routes, 
stops, garages and so on, and 


— 


can move a stop simply by using 
a mouse to drag it,” he says. “You 
can drag a route onto a different 
road if needs be if somebody is 
digging up the road it usually 
goes along and traffic is severely 
disrupted as a consequence. 

“As you do so the software 
automatically calculates the 
distance the bus will now have 
to travel, changes the timetable, 
and alters the registered mileage 
into the bargain,” he says. 

As well as becoming more 
sophisticated, timetabling and 
scheduling software is getting 
easier to use. 

All the OmniTIMES program 
from Omnibus Systems needs 
is for the operator to tap in all 
the data on journey times and 
frequencies. It will do the rest, 
taking into account both peak 
and off-peak times, devise a 
timetable, and print it out. 

It can be used in conjunction 
with OmniBASE, which generates 
vehicle schedules, CrewPLAN, 
which schedules crews, and 
OmniROTA, which comes up 
with crew rotas. 

Omnibus Systems has even 
developed PocketBUS. For use 
on a hand-held PC or Personal 
Digital Assistant, it's a successor 
to the old-style inspector’s 
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One of 
Microbus’s latest 
innovations is to 
give the operator the 
ability to schedule 
vehicles and 

driver duty rosters 
simultaneously. 
Alistair Quigley, 
IVU. 


pocketbook. 

It holds timetable information 
in a way that allows the user 
to note down, for example, 
actual compared with scheduled 
departure times. 

There is of course an argument 
- voiced more than once in 
the pages of Bus and Coach 
Professional -— that computer 
software really isn’t necessary 
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to produce timetables and 
schedules. What’s needed is a 
competent scheduler. 

The trouble is that they’re hard 
to find, take holidays, go sick into 
the bargain and — if they’re that 
good — eventually leave because 
somebody else is prepared to 
offer them more money. None of 
that can be said about a software 
program; and such programs 
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‘BIRMINGHAM BUSINESS PARK, Fujitsu 


Contacts 


IVU 
0121 767 1812 
www.ivu.de 


Omnibus Systems 


0161 683 3100 
www.omnibus-systems.com 


Trapeze Software 
0161 435 6009 
www. trapezesoftware.com 


work far faster than even the 


most dedicated employee. 
WV 


ILL HEATH ROAD, Stonebridge Road 


, Highways Depot! M6 Bridge 


Zoom: 2.697 km 


Planning and scheduling 
made easy. 
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MICROBUS ~— A system from our Improved efficiency: 

integrated IT platform for public transport: 

= Common, single database (ORACLE®) for all modules = Optimised duties and vehicle plans 
= Multimodal integration (bus, rail, tram) = Reduced operational costs 

= Industry standard interfaces = Automatic timetable outputs 


IVU Traffic Technologies UK Ltd Phone: +44 (0) 121 767 1812 
Vienna House, International Square E-Mail: alistair.quigley@ivu.de 
IVU Traffic Technologies Birmingham International Park www.ivu.de 
UK Limited Bickenhill Lane 


Birmingham B37 7GN, UK 


Get your leaflets straight — 
to the desktops 
ofthe industry’s key buyers. 


Insert your leaflet with Bus And Coach Professional and reach 5,100 readers. 


For more information call Jo Taylor now on 01952 204920 or 
email: jo.taylor@busandcoach.com | 
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FTER years of uncertainty, 
f\ disputes, and threats of 

legal action against the 
European Commission by at least 
one leading trade association, 
smart-card digital tachographs 
look set to become a reality on 
5 August 2005. Type Approved 
units are now available, and 
they’ll be fitted to all new vehicles 
that come within the scope of the 
tachograph regulations from that 
date onwards. 

That’s not the end of the story 
however. Amazingly, the Driver 
and Vehicle Licensing Agency 
(DVLA), which is responsible 
for providing drivers with the 
necessary smart cards, cannot 
as yet say when they will be 
available; despite the fact that 
Digital Day is only nine months 
away. 

“No decision has been made 
regarding the date that digital 
tachograph cards will be issued 
in the UK,” says the DVLA in a 
written statement. “The situation 
is being monitored closely both 
nationally and in the EU, and an 
announcement will be made as 
soon as a decision is taken.” 

It’s worth noting that it will be 
the responsibility of individual 
drivers to apply for the cards. 
Employers will not be able to do 
so on their behalf. 

The CPT is relaxed about the 
situation however. “The DVLA 
is confident that it can cope, 
and we have no information to 
suggest that this is wrong,” says 
a spokesman. 

It won’t just be drivers who 
will need cards. Workshop 
technicians will require them too, 
not to mention the enforcement 
authorities. 

Then there’s the question of 
training. Employees will have to 
be shown how to use the new 
devices, but tachograph supplier 
Actia’s UK sales and marketing 
manager, Steve Byng, says the 


complications shouldn’t be over- 
exaggerated. 

“It only took me an hour 
to learn how to use a digital 


tachograph,” he says. “It’s 
certainly quicker and easier to 
use than the traditional tacho 
with its paper chart.” 

Mike Voyle, proprietor of 
training company Powerhouse 
Transport Solutions, believes 
drivers shouldn’t need more 
than _ half-a-day’s __ training. 
That presupposes however 
that they already have a good 
understanding of analogue 
tachographs and the Drivers 
Hours rules, he stresses; and in 
his view many of them don't. 

“It will take about a day to 
train a manager, and the best 
part of a week to train a trainer,” 


he says. 
“Training shouldn’t be a 
particular problem for the 


industry given that for the most 
part it will only be new coaches 
that are fitted with digital 
tachos,” says the CPT. 

Actia has had a Type Approved 
digital tachograph available for 
sometime under the SmarTach 
banner, and is hoping to capture 
a 30 per cent share of the OE 


market. “A large number of 
vehicle manufacturers have 
our product on_ evaluation, 


but unfortunately | cannot tell 
you which ones for reasons of 
commercial confidentiality,” says 
Byng. 

Its competitors are catching 
up, with Siemens VDO among 
those companies now also able 
to offer Type Approved units. 
“We've started production of 


test digital tachographs for 
the vehicle manufacturers and 
we'll have series production 


systems available by the official 
start date,” says a company 
spokesman. 

Also on the agenda is the 
question of how operators are 


ak 


Steve Banner 
going to deal with statutory 
record keeping with some 
vehicles fitted with digital units, 
but the bulk still obliged to use 
traditional charts. 

So many drivers fail to fill in 
their tachograph charts correctly 
that Tachograph Analysis Bureau 
has added a video clip to its 
website at www.tachographana 
lysisbureau.co.uk to show them 
how to do it correctly. 

“Another regular fault is failing 
to take a 45 minute break after 
4.5 hours of driving, and we 
often see drivers not recording 
duty time away from the vehicle,” 
says Richard Davies. He set up 
the Devon-based business in 
2003 along with his wife Jan 
after almost 20 years in the 
road transport industry. As well 
as providing a chart analysis 
service — he’s now gearing up for 
the arrival of digital tachographs 
- Davies helps clients keep 
abreast of changes in the law, 
and checks the validity of driving 
licences too. 

CPT is worried about 
combining digital tachographs 
and traditional charts. 
“We are concerned that side-by- 
side operation of old and new 
tachographs will be a rogue’s 
charter,” it states. 
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It only took me an hour to learn how to use 
a digital tachograph. It’s certainly quicker 
and easier to use than the traditional tacho 


with its paper chart. 


Steve Byng, Actia UK 


One option for a company 
could be to switch all vehicles 

old and new - to digital 
tachographs voluntarily, suggests 
Byng. While most operators are 
likely to be frightened off by the 
cost, he points out that a digital 
tachograph won’t cost any more 
than a analogue one. 

“We've spoken to several large 
fleet operators who can see the 
benefits of going paperless and 
using just one method of dealing 
with all tachograph information,” 
he says. 

“So far as older vehicles with 
round format tachographs are 
concerned, speedometers will 
be made available to fill the hole 
created by their removal,” he 
continues. “More recent vehicles 
are of course equipped with a 
tachograph that looks rather like 
a radio or a CD player, although it 
still uses a paper chart, and that 
will be easy to replace.” 

Siemens VDO is offering an on- 
line service for a monthly fee that 
will analyse data downloaded 
directly from on-board units plus 
data the operator has recorded 
from analogue charts. 

It will archive it, and the 
operator will be able to access it 
any time from a PC with internet 
access using a user ID and 
password. It will also be possible 
to compile a wide variety of 
reports and statistics. 

An office software package 
that can do much the same thing 
is available too. 

To make life even easier for 
companies Siemens VDO has 
come up with a memory stick to 


allow data to be transferred from 
a digital tachograph to a PC. 
Weighing a modest 50 grams it 
connects to the former by means 
of a standard six-pin interface, 
and to the latter through the 
USB port. 

Needing no external power 
supply or battery, it's got enough 
storage capacity for 50 quarter- 
yearly downloads. 

Byng briskly dismisses worries 
that the new smart-cards will be 
less than fiddle-proof, and wide 
open to abuse. “You'll be looking 
at something like a chip-and-pin 
credit card, but a lot, lot more 
secure,” he says. 

“Analysing the data will be far 
easier than, say, using a stylus to 
try to follow the trace on a piece 
of waxed paper.” 

What happens if a driver leaves 
his card at home, or loses it? 

The good news is that he'll 
still be allowed to drive, says 
Byng. The tachograph head unit 
will hold up to a year’s worth 
of data, and the unit's integral 
thermal printer will allow him to 
run off details of his day’s work, 
and hand it to the boss. 

What he won't be permitted 
to do is work for an extended 
period without using a card at 
all. “Drivers should also bear 
in mind that the enforcement 
authorities are likely to start 
asking some awkward questions 
if they regularly lose cards,” he 
remarks. 
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We are concerned 
that side-by-side 
operation of old and 
new tachographs will 
be a rogue’s charter. 


CPT 


Contacts 


Actia 
Telephone: 01686 611150 


Powerhouse Transport 
Solutions 
Telephone: 01792 793355 


Siemens VDO 
Telephone: 0121 326 1264 


Tachograph Analysis Bureau 
Telephone: 01626 890906 
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Valid for a maximum five years, 
the card will record and store 
28 days of driver activity data, 
whatever vehicle is driven. The 
information it holds will include 
driver identity, the identity of the 
vehicle or vehicles he has been 
driving, and driving, working, and 
rest times. 

There will also be the need 
to set up tachograph calibration 
centres with the appropriate 
equipment and trained staff. 
“We'll have them in place 
next year with a target of 
approximately 200 locations,” 
says Peter Needham, product 
manager at Siemens VDO’s UK 
operation. 

The new units will have to be 
sealed and calibrated in the same 


way as existing units. 

Not all operators are entirely 
convinced about the virtues of 
the new technology. 

“They say it’s foolproof, but 
somebody will find a way of 
getting round it sooner or later,” 
says one industry insider. “It’s 
only a matter of time.” 

Perhaps — but a paper-based 
system is far easier to abuse, 
as numerous high-profile court 
cases over the years have 
shown. And_ technology that 
dates back to the 1920s, when 
the first analogue tachographs 
appeared in Germany, surely 
needs updating now we’re in the 


215t century. VA 


Are you paying too much? 


Are you getting the 
service your deserve? 


Analysis 
from 


22p per chart 


Tachograph Analysis Bureau 
4 Longfield, Starcross, South Devon EX6 8PW 


Tel 01626 890906 Fax 01626 899143 
Email tacbureau@aol.com 
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With today’s busy roads, it’s more important than ever for passengers to feel safe, secure 


and comfortable when travelling. 


As pioneers of safer travel for wheelchair users for over 35 years, Unwin have the widest range of spe- 
cialist safety equipment available, all designed and manufactured to the highest possible standard and 


backed by an unprecedented level of technical support. 


So if passenger safety is your priority, talk to the experts, talk to Unwin. 


www.unwin-safety.com @ 


in 
Safety Systems 


Tel: +44 (0) 1935 827740 


GEMCO Equipment Ltd. 
153-165 Bridge Street, 
Northampton NN1 1QG 
www.gemco.co.uk 


Tel: 01604 828 600 


Fax: 01604 609 672 EQUIPMENT 


email: 
Sales@gemco.co.uk Member of the STENH@J Group 


Stenhoj Mobile Column Lifts 
* Reliable, safe, low maintenance hydraulic units. 
(No costly Load nuts and Screws to replace) 
¢ Easy to move round workshop or yard. 
- & * 30t capacity set of 4 * 45t capacity set of 6 
| * Can be operated as a set, singly, or in pairs. 
* Options include, wheel adaptors, trailer 
Cg cross beam, and high axle stands. 
¥ * Call Gemco Equipment on 01604 828 600 
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AUTOLIFT UK PIT JACKS 


« Standard sizes for pit widths between 800- 
1200mm other sizes made to order. 

* Needle bearing rollers, parallel 
wheels standard, tapered to order. 

* Double acting rams, 400mm stroke 
(8 Tonne 350mm) using chrome plated 
rams and the latest seal technology allow 
ing us to give a THREE YEAR Warranty. 

* Both air and manual pit jacks have an air 
over oil powered ram advance and retract 
allowing the rams to quickly reach the load 
or lower out of the way. 

* Each unit is fully tested, marked with a 
serial number and supplied with a test ¢ 8 Tonne Manual Operation £ 1,195.00 
——— * 13 Tonne Manual Operation £ 1,420.00 


¢ Non standard jacks made to special order 


13 Tonne 
Air operated 
Pit Jack 


may be more expensive than standard ¢ 20 Tonne Manual Operation £ 1,520.00 
prices quoted on right. 
* Jacking beams to suit 4 post lifts also ¢ 8 Tonne Air Operation £ 1,495.00 
available. * 13 Tonne Air Operation £ 1,810.00 
* To order or for further information call * 20 Tonne Air Operation £ 1.950.00 


GEMCO EQUIPMENT on 01604 828 600 Prices Exclude VAT and Carriage. Carriage costs depend on postcode. 


_BM Mobile Brake Tester. Arrival on 1 site to ot in15 minutes! 
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1BM Mobile brake testers are 
now the most popular mobile 
Roller Brake Tester in the UK. 
Can be used inside or out with 
many of the options of a_ fixed 
RBT. Both units pictured are in 
Fiuse as an alternative to a con- 
ventional RBT. This model is 
‘_1 also in use by VOSA at roadside 
*jtesting areas where it is 
unloaded from a trailer and is in 
j}use within 15 minutes of arrival. 


No groundworks are required to use a BM Mobile Brake Tester. The 
unit is portable and is especially useful if you have a fleet over more 
than one operating centre. 


- CALL GEMCO EQUIPMENT 01604 828 600 


For Eire and N.Ireland Call our BELFAST Office 02890 772666 
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Show Briefs 

We all know and love 
the NFBU, which 

has finally decided 
that the National 
Federation of Bus 
Users is a rather 
long-winded title and 
has re-branded itself 
as Bus Users UK. Will 
BUUK be pronounced 
as in buck, or does 
the double letter U 
earn a pronunciation 


along the lines of 
bewk? Or as one 


cynic suggested, will 
it degenerate into 
Bus User Suk - to 
use a term of insult 
from across the 
Atlantic? 


Bus and Coach Professional 


hat happens’ when 
most of the big-name 
manufacturers decide 


not to attend the industry’s 
leading trade show? Visitors 
spend more time with those 
exhibitors who are _ there, 
demonstrating that, indeed, 
every cloud does have a silver 
lining. 

Many who doubted that Coach 
& Bus 2004 could be a success 
in the absence of market-leading 
bus and coach makers were 
pleasantly surprised to find this 
wasn’t the case — and some new 
products making their debut at 
the show meant that there was 
plenty to see. 

The star of the show was 
without doubt the new Wrightbus 
Eclipse Commuter, demonstrating 
an easy way to carry wheelchair 
users in a high-floor vehicle. 
The Eclipse Commuter had 51 
high-backed seats and generous 
underfloor locker space. It isn’t 
a coach — and Wrightbus takes 
care to point this out — but it does 
offer roll-on wheelchair access on 
a vehicle which would be suitable 
for London commuter services or 
inter-urban routes. 

It's based on the Volvo 
B7RLE and uses Wrightbus’ 
Aluminique structure, so there’s 
nothing revolutionary about the 
components, only the novel 


layout. This provides a wide step- 
free platform, which is where the 
wheelchair is secured, and there 
are then three steps up to the 
gangway. 

The vehicle on show was 
Wrightbus’ new demonstrator, 
and was in a livery which 
successfully disguised the bus- 
like nature of the basic design. 

There are increasingly two 
main strands of thought in 
school transport — or three if you 
include the traditional approach 
of pursuing the lowest-cost, 
oldest bus, maximum capacity 
contracts which councils are 
slowly moving away from. 

In the emerging new world 
of school transport there are 
those who favour low-cost high- 
capacity buses, painted yellow, 
and sourced from places like 
Turkey, and there are those who 
prefer high-capacity coaches 
with two-plus-three seating in a 
standard body shell. 

Both schools of thought were 
represented at Coach & Bus 
2004. BASE, the dealership 
associated with Holmeswood 
Coaches, showed two /70- 
seaters. One was a brand-new 
Marcopolo-bodied MAN, while 
the other was a mid-life Ikarus- 
bodied DAF, too old for frontline 
duties, but still good enough for 
other types of work. Reseating 
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mid-life coaches can be seen 
as a half-way measure between 
buying a new 7O-seater, like 
the Marcopolo, or buying a new 
purpose-built schoolbus of the 
types being shown by Autosan 
and BMC. 

Both Autosan and BMC 
products are part of a wide 
range of low-cost vehicles being 
imported by companies which 
are part of Auto Holdings. The 
BMC has been around for a few 
years and has recently hit the 
headlines with an order for 30 
for Metro, the West Yorkshire 
PTE, one of which was on show. 
It is a 60-seater and it sells for 
around £77,500. The BMC has 
a front-mounted engine, and that 
makes for an awkward entrance 
arrangement. 

The Autosan has a_ rear- 
mounted engine, and is a 12m 
67-seater. The show vehicle 
was sold to Maynes of Buckie. 
Having the engine at the rear 
certainly improves the entrance 
layout, and sales director Paul 
Nicholson says that the vehicle 
could be built with 57 seats 
in a conventional two-plus-two 
layout. It sells for £97,500. 

Both the BMC and_ the 
Autosan use Cummins engines, 
although the real question 
isn't about the componentry, 
but about build quality and 
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durability from manufacturers in 
Poland and Turkey — and that’s 
something which only time will 
tell. Depreciation will surely be 
steep, but most operators buying 
new school buses presumably 
expect to keep them for a 
reasonable length of time. Long- 
term contracts might be a useful 
protection. 

Bare chassis have been rare at 
recent shows, and the only one 
this year was the BMC Hawk. 
This uses the Cummins !SBe 
four-cylinder engine and a Voith 
gearbox, and will be sold as a 
complete BMC-bodied 9m bus. 
Nicholson, who also fronts BMC, 
says that the rear suspension 
layout, with the air bags behind 
the rear axle, releases up to an 
additional 600mm of space in 
the low-floor area of the vehicle. 

It will sell for around £65,000, 
making it a Dart competitor 
at a Vario price, and it’s the 
replacement market for step- 
entrance minibuses which the 
Hawk will be attacking. The 
first example is due in Britain in 
January. 

Wheelchair accessibility was a 
hot topic at the show and whilst 
Plaxton is yet to unveil its solution 
(see Profile, page 20), BASE 
showed its first factory-fitted 
wheelchair lift to a Marcopolo 
Viaggio body. The vehicle 


modification was specified by 
BASE and completed just in time 
for the show. A neat packaging of 
the lift ensures the minimum loss 
of luggage capacity. 

Back on the Autosan stand 
there were three left-hand-drive 
coach models which are set to 
appear in Britain. The 7.9m 
Gemini - a name Wrightbus 
might have something to say 
about as they already use it in 
their bus range — offers 29 seats 
and will cost £75,000. It slots in 
below the 35-seat 8.5m BMC 
Probus, which was on show with 
the new ZF automatic gearbox 
option. 

One of the _ off-putting 
features of the Gemini was an 
exceptionally deep gangway, with 
the floor under the seats the best 
part of 12 inches above gangway 
level which might not be the best 
layout for little old ladies (and 
men) with short legs. 

Also coming from Autosan is the 
full-size Ramzes at £130,000. 
The Autosan coach prices 
include TV, DVD player, reclining 
seats and air-conditioning. Here, 
too, depreciation is likely to 
be spectacular, although when 
you're starting off from such a 
low price base it’s something 
Autosan operators may be able 
to live with. 

The oddest vehicle on the 
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Autosan stand was a 9.7m 
school coach, the AO9O9L, with 
antiquated styling reminiscent 
of the Communist bloc’s best 
efforts quarter of a century ago. 
Nicholson promises a_ restyled 
front to address this particular 
issue, and reckons there is a 
demand from operators serving 
rural areas for a school bus 
with 40 seats in a 2.4m-wide 
body. Like all the other Autosan 
products it features a Cummins 
engine. Nicholson expects it to 
sell for around £64,000. 

The BMC/Autosan venture with 
a disparate range of cheap models 
may sound a bit like a scattergun 
approach to marketing: launch 
plenty of vehicles and one will 
hit the target. But there is sound 
logic in the two ranges which 
actually complement each other, 
with each manufacturer supplying 
vehicles of different sizes. 

Will they succeed? That, to 
coin a phrase, is perhaps not so 
much a £64,000 as a, $64,000 
question. 

MCV’s new model, the 
Evolution, made its debut at the 
show. The name is appropriate, 
as it is a development of the 
previous Marshall-designed 
body. The body is wider than 
its predecessor, and does away 
with the ‘crash pads’ which 
formed the skirt on the old body. 
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Show Briefs 

It’s hard to judge 
whether it was 
efficient marketing 
or desperation, 

but the show’s 
organisers had in 
place a system which 
sent an e-mail on 
Tuesday afternoon 
to registered visitors 
who had not been 
logged on as having 
attended by the 
scanning system 
which was used to 
read each visitor's 
badge. And if they 
hadn’t turned up on 
Wednesday either, a 
further e-mail was 
despatched. 


COACH & BUS 2004 REVTEN 


There’s a smart new front — and 
that’s what most passengers 
look at — but the side looks 
dated. Square-cornered gasket 
glazing is certainly the next 
best thing to bonded glass for a 
crisp appearance, and while it is 
undeniably practical in reducing 
repair and replacement times, it 
does seem a little old-fashioned, 
as does the angled waistrail 
where the floor level changes. 

For bus visitors there was 
a chance to see a selection 
of buses supplied by CPT 
member companies, part of a 
move to fill floor space when 
it became evident that the big 
manufacturers were determined 
not to attend. 

This worked well, with vehicles 
from Arriva, First, Stagecoach, 
Reading Transport, Blazefield, 
Go-Ahead and Travel West 
Midlands. 

The Go-Ahead vehicle, a 
Wrightbus Solar on a Scania 
L94 chassis for Wilts & Dorset, 
was one of the most interesting, 
featuring two-plus-one seating 
in the low front section with 
the double seats separated by 
a sort of ‘comfort zone’ — an 
upholstered area between the 
seats which gives both occupants 


room enough not to be rubbing 
against each other. The idea was 
first tried by Arriva in its Bus of 
the Future a couple of years ago. 
The Wilts & Dorset bus was air- 
conditioned and also had striking 
moquette which featured local 
place names. 

Interestingly, despite the 
generous seating layout, the 
W&D Scania Solar seated 40, 
which was only one fewer than 
a Scania OmniCity for First. It 
would have been two fewer if 
the OmniCity had had room for 
five seats across the rear instead 
of just four. The rear corner is 
taken up by the intercooler and 
associated equipment, which sits 
in a full-height closed-off section 
of the body ... just like the Volvo 
B7L. 

Funny that operators reviled 
the B7L layout and joked about 
the wardrobe in the corner, 
yet nobody says a word about 
the OmniCity when it loses a 
seat because of its mechanical 
layout. 

There were some striking 
double-deckers on show. 
Blazefield’s black-liveried Route 
36 Volvo double-decker, talking- 
point of last year’s show, made 
a return this year and showed 


that its high-specification 
interior was being treated well 
by passengers. The Volvo is a 
B7TL with Wrightbus Eclipse 
Gemini body which featured 
leather-trimmed seats in the 
upper saloon. Similar vehicles 
— ‘buses’ somehow seems an 
inadequate word — are on order 
for Blazefield’s Burnley & Pendle 
company, and will feature leather 
seating on both decks. 

Wrightbus showed a standard 
First Eclipse Gemini and made 
the point that it’s share of First's 
UK bus fleet has doubled from 
10 to 20 per cent in just five 
years. This, incidentally, was the 
heaviest double-deck bus at the 
show, weighing 12,400kg. 

On the CPT stand there 
was a new Scania/East Lancs 
OmniDekka for Reading Buses, 
with interior and exterior 
colours by Ray Stenning’s Best 
Impressions. It was 12m long, 
and the extra length meant more 
space for accessible seating. The 
OmniDekka had 16 fixed and 
three tip-up seats in the step-free 
front section of the lower deck; 
two more fixed seats than any 
other double-decker on show. 

Two extremes from Stagecoach 
were one of its latest long 
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Neoplan Skyliners for its Oxford 
to London express service, and 
the Designline Olymbus hybrid, 
currently on a UK demonstration 
tour, and described in Bus and 
Coach Professional 86. 

As well as using members’ 
buses to mount a display to fill 
floor space, CPT convinced some 
of its CoachMarque members 
to mount a coach display. This 
worked less well than the bus 
display as it occupied a very 
large area of the hall, was often 
fairly quiet, and resembled either 
a posh indoor coach park or an 
upmarket dealer’s showroom, 
with the vehicles parked in a 
neat line. 

And having coaches on display 
with no salesmen to promote 
their virtues also seemed strange 
— the coach show equivalent of 
the Marie Celeste with everything 
present but nobody around. 
However CPT’s Allan Edmondson 
was upbeat, and reckons that 
showing the range of large and 
small operators who had secured 


CoachMarque accreditation was 
generating interest in obtaining 
certification. 

The most striking coach in 
the CPT display was a 15m- 
long Bova Futura for Burtons of 
Haverhill. It had 59 seats and a 
toilet, and the initial impression 
on boarding is like getting on to a 
small aircraft, with rows of seats 
stretching into the distance. It 
will be interesting to see how 
long it takes for the sgth person 
to alight from a 15m coach, and 
one wonders whether for some 
types of touring there might be 
a need for two doors to minimise 
the time spent loading and 
unloading. 

At the other extreme, Euro 
Coachbuilders showed its LX 
body on the Mercedes-Benz 
Vario. One of the exhibits showed 
just what can be done with a 
small coach interior, with 16 
leather seats, toilet, TV and a 
smart wood veneer dashboard 
— the last-named an _ option 
offered by most builders bodying 


igs hus AND coach PROFESSIONAL 


> Continued on Page 41 


the Vario which provides an 
added touch of class. An LX for 
Golden Boy had headrest covers 
with the Mercedes-Benz logo — a 
nice marketing tool. 

Smaller still, and making 
its first appearance at a major 
public show, was Plaxton’s 
Pronto, a neat 16-seat welfare 
vehicle on the Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter chassis. Welfare vehicles 
are seldom pretty, but the Pronto 
with its deep tinted side windows 
does look more attractive than 
most buses in a market where 
cost rather than style has 
traditionally been the deciding 
factor in purchasing decisions. 

It has an easy-clean interior, 
and double doors on the rear 
to provide wheelchair access by 
way of a tail lift. 

On the technology front, 
Roeville’s webres.net drew much 
interest from coach operators at 
the show, according to John Roe. 
A free PC offer at the show for 
orders on selected software has 
been extended to the end of 


Show Briefs 

A message on the 
stairwell of the 
Reading Buses 
OmniDekka reads 
along the lines of 
“there may be spare 
seats upstairs”. 
Which surely prompts 


the question: 


“If they're spare, can 
I take some home 
with me?” 


November. Webres.net enables 
a low-cost solution for small 
operators to get a full internet 
booking and e-commerce 
system. 

Wayfarer showed its new 
CCTV service and its e-Bus 
platform. The latter is a plug- 
and-play system that will gives 
the driver access to all onboard 
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German-built Aguti seats. The 
GIS Liner seat with integrated 
headrest can be rotated through 
180 degrees and is designed 
to assist carers working with 
disabled passengers in the rear of 
a vehicle. Another space-saving 
seat, the RTW 1, folds up when 
not in use and rotates through 90 
degrees to sit against the vehicle 


COMMUTER 


technologies including CCTV, | wall, giving extra space for a 
reversing cameras and route | wheelchair to board. 

warnings as well as all the usual 4 
ticketing and smart card options. 7. 
E-Bus uses a touch screen and 
works on either Windows or 
Linux with GPS and wireless 
LAN links. 

John Groves Ticket Systems 
demonstrated the business case 
for the Optima system. “It’s not 
just a ticket machine,” says 
Groves. “The applications it can 
run are only limited by your 
imagination.” The demonstration 
system at the show was 
configured with a number of 
the possible options including 
printing instant timetables for 
customers, full links to email 
booking services and a schedule 
duty board. “There should be no 
more problem with duty boards 
getting lost in the depot,” adds 
Groves. 

TEK Seating displayed its new 


>» Continued on Page 42 


5.) SCAN COIN 


AUTOMATED 
CASH DEPOSITING SYSTEM 


Fast and accurate processing of bank notes, coins and transport 
tokens plus dropsafe for depositing of non-cash items. 


Safe, secure and easy to use. 


Network capability Fast coin deposit High capacity printer Envelope dropsate Note acceptance 


Easy to install, through-the-wall or Bank notes accepted in any 
free-standing direction 


SCAN COIN Ltd 
Dutch House, 110 Broadway Salford Quays 
Salford M50 2UW 


Front or rear access for changing Vehicle defect reporting 


varilts, tere Os Exchange rates can be programmed 


Fully customisable user interface into the system 


0161 873 0505 
www.scancoin.co.uk 


Ni sales@scancoin.co.uk 


Wide range of additional software 
available 


All totals displayed on-screen 


Multiple coin acceptance and value 
counting 
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HSBC 4 
Thaka Daas Jass 


e hundre ap 


MTB Bus and Coach Division 
Zone 2, Sixth Avenue, 

Deeside Industrial Estate, Deeside, 
Flintshire CHS 2NR 

Tel: (01244) 837020 

Fax: (01244) 289818 

E-mail: info@mtb-equipment.com 
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The ROSCO safe driver 
of the year award was 
made at Coach & Bus 
2004, with this year’s 
top-placed driver being 
Thaka Daas Jassi from 
Travel West Midlands, 
who has completed 38 


years of accident- 

free driving. He 
started as a conductor 
with Wolverhampton 
Corporation Transport 
in 1961, becoming 

a bus driver in 1964 
and has over 40 years 
unbroken service with 
WCT, the West Midlands 
PTE which took it over, 
and now with TWM. CPT 
president Steve Telling 
(far left) presented 
Thaka Daas Jassi with 
his award, along with 
ROSCO chairman Peter 
Shipp (far right) and 
representatives from 
sponsors Belmont 
International - Chris 
Morren, John Ventress 
and Fiona Rodgers. 


DEVELOPMENT 
ENGINEERING 


Direct Parts Ltd (DPL) offer one of the most complete ranges of 
steering components available nationwide. Our extensive and brand 
leading all makes programme covers the following: 


@ Steering Pumps @ Steering Boxes (Manual or Power) @ Racks @ Steering Dampers 


WE CAN ALSO SUPPLY: 
@ Waterpumps ® Turbos @ Propshafts/Fanshafts 
@ U/Js and Centre bearings 
@ Hydraulic cooling systems incorporating motors 
@ Steering Linkages (Ball Joints & Draglinks) 
@ Airbraking components @ King Pin Kits 
@ Thermostatic and Switching valves 


Whatever your breakdown situation our ‘All makes Programme’ 
will assist as we can offer left or right hand variants to 
suit all bus,coach, truck, car and 4x4 types world wide. 


All reconditioning is carried out in our UK, centrally based, workshops, 
and the quality exceeds any current recognised standards. The quality of our power steering 
product has been endorsed by the fact that we are the sole suppliers of power steering prod- 
ucts to many of the coveted UK Bus Groups since our existence 


Direct Parts Ltd would like to thank our customer and supplier base for all their 
support over the past ten years! 


Tel: DIRECT PARTS LTD 01538 361777 - 01538 369100 


HEAD OFFICE: UNIT 1, CHURNET COURT, CHURNETSIDE BUSINESS PARK, 
HARRISON WAY, CHEDDLETON, LEEK, STAFFORDSHIRE ST13 7EF 


Contact us on roy@direct-group.co.uk 
www.direct-group.co.uk 


\ Steering People 
In the right 
Direction 


Subscribe to Bus and Coach Professional fp: 
magazine and get the MONTHLY ee re 

Coach Tourism Professional magazine Sree | TOP ofthe profits 
FREE every month. | a 


| A poe 


The Coach Tourism Professional Handbook = ms eames” 
and Bus and Coach Professional Yearbook ine 
- both annual publications will be delivered |e 


FREE each year HEAD ee 


77 SPECIAL dite aint Hi ae 
OFFER 6 great debate |= 222" 
all this for just = 

Take advantage of this 
Special Offer. Fill in the 
coupon below, visit 
www.busandcoach.com 
or phone our subscrition 
department on 


01952 
204920 


Yes, | want to subscribe to 
Bus and Coach Professional & Coach Tourism Professional —_ Annual subscription £99 


_ lenclose a cheque made payable to Plum Publishing 
Limited for £ 


_ Please debit my Visa/Access/Switch card Surname _ wore aachcom Top of the proiite 


Mr/Ms/Mrs* First Name 


| Mee aga 


Card number ] Job title 


Company 
Address 


Expiry date g Issue No: _ 


(Switch card) 


Signed 


Date —— _Post'Code _____= =a 


RETURN BY POST TO BOOK YOUR REGULAR COPY. Tel Fax 
Bus And Coach Professional E Mail = 
Plum Publishing Limited - Suite 1 - Cornerstone House Address to deliver to if different from above 
Stafford Park 13 - TELFORD TF3 3AZ 
Tel: 01952 204920 - Fax: 01952 204929 


Ss ES 
ates — [nthe great dehate 222 


DATE Postcode 


towards Battersea Park 1 
Or Victoria 


lrisbus Agora Line 
City Bus 


———— 


(URIS BU 


Within four short years Irisous has become one of the major manufacturers of 
Buses and Coaches in the world. A wealth of experience, inherited over years of 
specialising in passenger vehicles, has given Irisous a pedigree to be envied. 


Every year, lrisous in the UK has increased its choice of vehicles, and now offers 
one of the most comprehensive ranges available in the UK today. 


Why not call us and find out more. 


HUMAN 
TRANSPORT. 


misbus 


Sey = “WHO MAKES WHAT 


AYATS (GB) Ayats (GB), Sunfun House, Meadow Drove, Earith, Cambridge PE28 3SA 
Tel 01487 843333 Fax 01487 740285 


Platinum RV 10r2 6.0 MAN D0836 6.9, 280" - ZF S6-36 6M. - 285/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum_ - - 
Bravo RV“? 2.0 6.0 MAN D2866 12.0 360 ZF 6HP600 5A - 315/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 24t 15.0 
Bravo RV 12.0 6.0 MAN D2866 12.0 460 ZF 8S-180 8M -  315/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 24t 192 
Bravo Plus RV 2 AS 9) MAN D2866 12.0 460 ZF 8S-180 8M -  315/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 26t Weer 
Atlantis RVs. 20 6.15 MAN D2866 12.0 360 ZF 6HP600 5A = - 18t 


BMC (UK) BMC (UK) BMC House, Ibstock Road, Coventry CV6 6JR 
Tel 02476 363003 www.bmcukltd.com 


Probus coach RV” 8,5 4.2 Cummins ISBe 5.9 220 ZF 6S-90 6M 190 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 12t 
Schoolbus 11O00FE FV 10.7 5.85 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Allison 2000 4A 190 265/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 12t 
Falcon 1100 RV 11m 5.85 Cummins ISBe 3.9 185 Voith D854.3 4A = 200 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 17t 
Hawk RVe » 8.5m. 3:9 Cummins ISBe 3.9 135 Voith D854.3 4A 190 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 12t 


BOVA Autobusfabriek BOVA BV, Postbus 5, 5550 AA Valkenswaard, Netherlands 
Tel 00 31 40 208 46 11 Fax 00 31 40 204 20 45 www.bova.nl 


490 295/80R 2 
745 295/80R 2 
745 295/80R 2 


2.5 Disc/Drum 18t 
2.5 
2.) 
2.5 
745 295/80R as Disc/Drum 18t 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 


Disc/Drum 18t 
Disc/Drum 18t 


340 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 
340 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 
380 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 


4.89 DAF XE 
DAF XE 
DAF XE 


Futura FHD10.340XE RV 
Futura FHD12.340XE RV 
Futura FHD12.380XE RV 


RR RRR RRR HR 
MNMOWNMMNMNO 
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1 

2 
Futura FHD13.340XE RV He DAF XE 340 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 745 295/80R 2 Disc/Drum 18t ul 
Futura FHD13.380XE RV we DAF XE 380 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 2 
Futura FHD14.430XE RV 58 DAF XE 430 ZF 88-180 HGS 745 295/80R 2 Disc/Drum 24.45t 1 
Futura FHD15.430XE RV DAF XE 430 ZF 88-180 HGS 745 295/80R 2 Disc/Drum 24.45t 1 
Magiq HD122.340.XE RV 5 DAF XE 340 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 774 295/80R 2 Disc/Disc 18t ; 


ZF 6S-1600 HGS 774 295/80R 2 Disc/Disc 18t 


Magiq HD122.380.XE RV 
Coach distributors: Mosele 


DENNIS Dennis Chassis, Dennis Way, Guildford GU1 1AF 
Tel 01483 571271 Fax 01483 301697 


Mini Dart RV 88 ; Cummins ISBe 3.9 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 11t VIS 
Dart SLF RY - O3 Cummins ISBe 3.9 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 11t 12-3 
Dart SLF RV 10.1 Cummins ISBe 3.9 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 11t eg 
Dart SLF RV 10.7 Cummins ISBe 3.9 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 11.5t 13.0 
Super Dart RV 11.4 , Cummins ISBe 5.9 Allison T280 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 13t lae7 
Super Dart gearbox options - Voith D851.3 
Enviro200 RV 10.4 5.52 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Voith DV500 3A 245/70R 19.5* Disc/Dise 12.9t 11.6 
Enviro200 RV 10.9 6.16 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Voith DV500 3A 245/70R 19.5* Disc/Disc 12.9t 11.6 
Enviro300 RV 12.0 6.17 Cummins ISBe 5:9 xo 220) SP BriPSOZ 5A 250 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 14.4t 15.3 
Enviro300 RV oe sey 6.69 Cummins ISBe 5.9 2200 ZF SPoe2 DIA, eee) 2ou/70R 19:5 \Disc/Disc’ 14.4t 15.3 
*Enviro200 rear wheels/tyres 315/60R 22.5; Enviro300 gearbox options - Allison T280, Voith D854.3, ZF 6HP502 
Trident RV 9.9 5.25 Cummins ISCe 8.3 225 Voith D854.3 4A 275 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t Ons 
Trident RYE HOS 5.80 Cummins ISCe 8.3 225 Voith D854.3 4A 275 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t aN) 
Trident RV 10.6 5.95 Cummins ISCe 8.3 225 Voith D854.3 4A 275 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 12.5 
Trident RV 11.4 6.63 Cummins ISCe 8.3 225 Voith D854.3 4A 275 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 1255 
Trident engine option - 260bhp rating. Gearbox options - ZF 4HP 502, 5HP 502 
Javelin UV 12.0 6.25 Cummins ISCe 8.3 245 . ZF S6-85 6M 434 275/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t Se) 
R300 RV» 12.0 6.20 Cummins ISCe 8.3. 300 ZF6S-1600 6M 450 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 16.7 
R345 Ries li2.0 6.20 Cummins ISMe 11.0 345 ZF6S-1600 6M 450 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 19.2 
R420 RV L2.0) 6.20 Cummins ISMe 11.0 420 ZF ASTronic 10M 450 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t Zo.0 
Coach distributors: Salvador Caetano (UK), Plaxton Coach Sales 
IRISBUS UK Iveco House, Station Road, Watford WD17 1SR 

( ) Tel 01923 259660 Fax 01923 259623 www.irisbus.co.uk 
Agora Line : 6.12 — lveco Cursor 8 7.8 245 ZF 4HP502 4A 250 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 13.6 
DailyBus 50C 13 3.75 Iveco 8140.43S 28.125 ..ZFS6-300 6M 90 195/75R 16 Disc/Disc 5.4t 
DailyBus 50C 13 FV rate 4.35 Iveco 8140.43S 2.8 125 ZF S6-300 6M 90 195/75R 16 Disc/Disc 5.4t 
DailyBus 65C 15 FY. 4). 752 4.35 Iveco 8140.43N 2.8 146 ZF S6-300 6M 90 225/75R 16 Disc/Disc 6.5t 
DailyBus 65C 15 EMA CB. 4.75 Iveco 8140.43N 2.8 146 ZF S6-300 6M 90 225/75R 16 Disc/Disc 6.5t 
Daily Logo FV 8.5 5.04 Iveco 8140.43N 2.8 146 ZF S6-300 6M - 225/75R 16 Disc/Disc 7t é 
Scolabus 24 FV 12.0 6.57 Iveco Tector F4A 5.9 240 Allison MD3060 6A 280 295/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 15t 16.0 
EuroMidi FV 8.4 4.63 lveco Tector F4A 5.9 210 _ Iveco 2855.6 GM  .200°225/75R 17:5 - Disc/Disc - S10t 21-0 
MidiRider coach RV 9.8 4.32 _ l|veco Tector F4A 59 264 ZF S6-85 6M 200 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum - - 
EuroRider RV 12.0 6.15 Iveco Cursor 8 728 . 352: > ZE6s-1600 6M 467 295/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t 19.5 


MAN MAN ERF UK Ltd, Frankland Road, Blagrove, Swindon SN5 8YU 
Tel 01793 490231 Fax 01793 485260 www.man.co.uk 


Bus 

12.220 NL RV LORY 5.2 MAN D0826 6.9 220  Voith D851.3 4A 150 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 12t 18.3 
14.220 NL RV 1053 5.8 MAN D0826 6.9 220  Voith D851.3 4A 150 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 14t as 
Gearbox option - ZF 4HP502 

18.220 NL RV 12.0 5.88 MAN D0826 6.9 220  Voith D851.3 3A 300 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum 18t 12.2 
Coach 

12.220 RV 10.0 4.7 MAN D0826 6.9 220 ZF S6-36 6M 150 255/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum 12.8t 17.2 
14.280 RV LT - MAN D0836 6.9 280 ZF S6-1600 6M - 285/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 14t 20.0 
18.310 RV 12.0 MAN D2866 12.0 310 ZF S6-85 6M 235 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18.2t 17.2 
18.360 RV 12.0 - MAN D2866 12.0 360 ZF S6-85 6M 235 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18.2t 20.0 
24.410 RV 12.0 5.35 MAN D2866 12.0 410 ZF 8S-180 8M - 315/80R 22.5 Drum/Drum 24t Fea 


Coach distributors: BASE, Mentor Coach & Bus, Salvador Caetano (UK) 
MERCEDES-BENZ EvoBus (UK) Ltd, Ashcroft Way, Crosspoint Business Park, Coventry CV2 2SR 


Tel 02476 626000 Fax 02476 626006 www.evobus.co.uk 


Vario 0814D FV 6.94 4.25 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 136 ZF 5S-42 5M IZ25e20O/7OR 17.5 Disc/Disc 7.5t 18.1 
Vario 0814D FV 7.49 4.80 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 136 ZF 5S-42 5M TP SR203/7 OR1 7.5 Disc/Dise” Shot = 18a 
Engine option - 152 bhp rating in 0815D. Gearbox option - Allison AT542 automatic 

0C500 Touro RH 12.0 6.25 Mercedes OM457HLA 12.0 354 Mercedes G190 6M 400 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc  18t 19.7 
Gearbox option - ZF 5HP602 automatic 

Citaro 0.530 RH 12.0 5.85 Mercedes OM906HLA 6.4 231 ZF 5HP502 5A 300 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc  - - 
Citaro 0.530G RV 18.0 Mercedes OM9O6HLA 6.4 279 ZF 5HP502 5A 300 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc  28t 9.9 
Gearbox option - Voith four-speed automatic ade | 

Atego 12.23L FV 9.95 4.84 Mercedes OM906LA 6.4 230 Mercedes G85 6M 210 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc lat 19,2 
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NEOPLAN = t | Mentor Coach & Bus, Euroway Estate, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 
In egra Tel 01709 700600 Fax 01709 700007 www.mentorpic.com 


Euroliner N313SHD RV 10.6 2 Mercedes OM441LA11.9 290 ZF6S-1600 

Euroline N316SHD RV 12.0 5.8 Mercedes OM441LA 11.9 340 ZF 6S-1600 

Euroliner NSI6SHDL RV 13.7 6.35 AN D2860 11.9 410 ZF ASTronic 

Starliner NSI6SHD RV 12.0 5.55 Mercedes OM402LA 12.8 381 ZF 8S-180C 
6 RS 


6 Disc/Disc 18t 
6 
1 
8 
Starliner N5S16SHDL RV 13.9 35 AN D2860 410 ZF 8S-180C 8 
8 
8 
1 


M 425 295/80R 2 
M Disc/Disc 18t 


2 
425 295/80R 22.5 
2M 425 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 26t 
425 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 25.5t 
460 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 26t 
250. Disc/Disc’ 25.51 
Z20) IDise/DISG » 25st 
2.5 Disc/Disc 26t 


Skyliner N122/3 dd RV 12.0 5.55 Mercedes OM402LA 12 
Skyliner N122/3 dd RV 12.0 5.55 AN D2866 11 
Skyliner N122/3L dd RV = 13.7 5.55 MAN D2876 11 


. Optare Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds LS15 8SU 
OPTARE integral 32) 0113 264.5182 Fax 0113 260 6635 wwwoptare.com 


M 
M 
M 620 295/80R 2 
M 620 295/80R 2 
2M_ 620 295/80R 2 


Engine option -460bhp rating. Gearbox option - ZF ASTronic 
8 381 . ZPes —180C 
9 


9 400 ZF 8S-180C 
9 460 ZF ASTronic 


Alero ALO1-4 FV 7.2 4.8 veco 8140.43 2.8 125 ZF6S-300 6M 70/120 205/75R 17.5 Disc/Disc 6t 

Gearbox Option - ZF4HP22, four speed automatic 

Solo M780 RV 7.8 4.83 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200: 215/175R'17.5 ‘Disc/Dise 10. 5t 21.6 

Solo M850 RV 85 5.53. Mercedes OM904LA4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200 215/75R47:5—Dise/Disc 1OiSt 1195 

Solo M920 RV G2 6.23. Mercedes OM904LA4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200° 215/75K 17.5" Dise/Disc 1TO.st. 11.6 

Solo M990 RV 9) 6.93 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200 215/75R 17.5 _ Disc/Disc Oot ~“Ta6 

Engine option - Mercedes 147bhp; Cummins |SBe 185bhp 

Tempo X1060 RV 10.57 4.95 Mercedes OM904LA6.4 241 ZF6HP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14.2 

Tempo X1130 RV 11.28 5.66 MercedesOM904LA6.4 241 ZF6HP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14.2 

Tempo X1200 RV 11.99 6.37 Mercedes OM904LA6.4 241 ZF6HP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14.2 

Tempo X1260 RV 12.60 6.99 MercedesOM904LA6.4 241 ZF6HP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14.2 

Engine option - Mercedes 275bhp. Gearbox option: Allison T310R five speed automatic 

SCANIA Scania Bus and Coach UK Ltd, Claylands Avenue, Worksop S81 7DJ 

Tel 01909 500822 Fax 01909 500165 www.scania.com 

K941B 4x2 Vv 12.0 5.83 Scania DC 902 9.0 Scania GR801R CS 7M .5) Disc TgiSt 13.3 

(S-kool Coach only) RV 2.0 5.83 Scania DC 903 9.0 ZF 5HP592C N 5A 5” (Disc Pot. 15.4 

K114EB/IB 4x2 RV 2.0 5.83 Scania DC 1104 10.6 Scania GR801R CS/0C ] .5 Disc 19.5t 17.4 

K114EB 4x2 RV 12.2 6.13 Scania DC 1104 10.6 Scania GR801R CS/0C 1 o) Dise POST 9.5 

K114EB/IB 6x2 RV 2.0 6.85 Scania DC 1104 10.6 Scania GR801R CS/0C 5 DiseDisc 25.0t 15.2 

Gearbox option - ZFS5SHP602 automatic on K114 

K114EB 6x2*4 RV 5 8.15 Scania DC 1104 10.6 380 ZF5HP602CHT 5A 610 315/80R 22.5 Disc 26,5t 13 

K124EB/IB 4x2 0 5.83 Scania DC 1202 12.0 420 ScaniaGR80IRCS/OC 7/8M 465 315/80R 22.5 Disc 19 ot  2aeS 
.0 7.02 Scania DC 1202 12.0 420  ScaniaGR80IRCS/OC 7/8 M 465 315/80R 22.5 _ Disc/Disc/Drum25.0t 21.5 
8 7.24 Scania DC 1202 12.0 420  ScaniaGR80IRCS/0C 8M 465 315/80R 22.5 Disc 26.5t 14.3 
5 8.15 Scania DC 1202 12.0 Scania GR80IRCS/OC =8M 610 315/80R 22.5 Disc 26.5t 14.3 
.0 6.0 Scania DC 901 910 °230° ZFE-SHP5S02C NBS. 5A 290 275/70R 22.5 Disc LOtt Sze 
0 - Scania DC 902 9:0) “260 ZF 5HP592C NBS 5A 345 275/70R 22.5 _ Disc 28.6t 9.1 
6 5:3 Scania DC 901 9:0) 230 ZF SHP502¢.NBS). 5A 365) 275/70R 22:5 Disc orth elie 
.6 53 Scania DC 902 9.0 ZF SHP592C NBS 5A 275/70R 22.5 Disc Slt 1a 
.0 6.0 Scania DC 902 9:0 ZF 5HP592C NBS 5A 275/70R 22.5 Disc Mie IES) 4h 

CN94UB 4x2 Omni City (6) 6.0 Scania DC 901 9.0 ZF SHP502C NBS 5A 27D TOR@e,5 Disc Teva eset 

CN94UB 6x2/2 Omni City RV - Scania DC 902 260. ZF SHP592C NBS 5A 300 275/70R 22.5 Disc 28.6t 9.1 


TRA . | EvoBus (UK) Ltd, Ashcroft Way, Crosspoint Business Park, Coventry CV2 2SR. 
SE Integral tei 02476 626000 Fax 02476 626006 www.evobus.co.uk 


$315 GT HD RV 12.0 6.08  MercedesOM457LA 12.0 422 MercedesGO190 6M 535 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum - - 
S315 Gi HD RV 12.0 6.08 MercedesOM457LA 12.0 422 ZF ASTronic 10M 535 295/80R 22.5  Disc/Drum 
$415 GT RV 12.0 6.08 Mercedes OM457LA 12.0 422 MercedesGO190 6M 570 295/80R 22.5 _Disc/Disc 


TOYOTA Toyota GB plc, Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5UX 
Tel 01737 363633 Fax 01737 367730 

Optimo V FV 7.6 3.94 Toyota 15 B FTE 4.1 135 Toyota - 205/75R 17.5 Disc/Drum 6.7t 

Coach distributors: A&D Coach Sales, Salvador Caetano UK, Holloway Commercials 


VAN HOOL Van Hool NV, Bernard Van Hoolstraat 58, B-2500 Lier, Belgium 
Tel 00 32 3 420 20 20 Fax 00 32 3 482 33 60 www.vanhool.be 


1917 Astron RV. 216285. 6,7, MAN D2866 12.0 460 ZF ASTronic 12 M_735 315/80R 22.5 _Disc/Disc__- 


VDL BUS Arriva Bus & Coach, Lodge Garage, Whitehall Road West, Gomersal, Cleckheaton BD19 4BJ 
Tel 01274 681144 Fax 01274 651198 


DB250 RS Re er SOND 5.05 DAF PEI838C 9.2 218 Voith D851.3 3A 300 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.4t 12.5 
DB250 RS RV. LO 5.45 DAF PEL83C 9.2 218 Voith D851.3 3A 300 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.4t 12.5 
Engine option - 249bhp rating. Gearbox options - ZF 4HP500, 5HP500, Voith D854.3 

$B120 RV 9.4 4.3 Cummins ISBe 3.9 135 Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 11.5t 11.7 
$B120 RV 0.2 52 Cummins ISBe 3.9 135 Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 11.5t 11.7 
$B120 RV 0.8 bs Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 11.5t 13.0 
$B200 RV 1.8 6.0 Cummins ISBe 5.9 185  Voith D851.3 4A 250 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 14.4t 12.8 
SB4000PF 2.0 DAF PE228C a 310 ZF SHPD92 5A 430 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t Hae. 
SB4000XF 2.0 DAF XE250C 1236340 ZF 5HP602 5A 430 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 8.9 
$B4000+ 3 axle : DAF XE250C 12.6 350 ZF 5HP602 5A 195/80R 22.5 _Disc/Disc _24t 4.6 


Volvo Bus Ltd, Wedgnock Lane, Warwick CV34 5YA 
volvo Tel 01926 401777 Fax 01926 407407 www.volvobuses.volvo.co.uk 


B7R RV 12.0 6.30 Volvo D7C joe 27> «ZF GHP550 6A 300 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t eye 
Engine option - 290bhp rating. Gearbox option - Volvo EGS 

B7TL dd RV 9.8 52 Volvo D7C pom elo LE SHP502 5A 270 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t Lis 
B7TL dd RV 0.3 57 Volvo D7C Wo) 21/5 ~ ZF 5HP502 5A 270 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t es) 
Engine option - 250bhp rating, Gearbox option - Voith D863.3 

BOTL 3-axle dd RV 2.0+ Volvo D9C 9 340 ZF 6HP592 6A . 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 23t 4.8 
B7L sd RV 12.0 6.0 Volvo D7C the, eto, 2 SAP502Z 5A - 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t es) 
Engine option - 250bhp rating. 

B7LA RV 18.0 Volvo D7C Fou ei oe ch OnPoo2 5A 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 28t Site 
B7RLE RV 12.0 Volvo D7C TES. P27 5 ZF SHP502 5A 270 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18.9t 11.9 
Merit RV 10.8 5.8 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19:5 DiseDise* 11 -5t 13.0 
B12 UH 2.0 6.20 Volvo DH12D 12.1 340 ZF6S-1600 6M 450 315/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 18.9 
B12B RH 12.0 Volvo DH12D 12.1 340 Volvo EGS-V/VR 8M _ 600 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 18.9 
B12B 3 axle RH 13.7 Volvo DH12D 12.1 340 Volvo EGS-V/VR 8M _ 600 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 24t 14.2 
Engine options - 380 and 420bhp ratings. Gearbox options - ZF 5HP602 (B12M and B12B 340); Volvo I-Shift (B12M, B12B) 

Coach distributors: Salvador Caetano (UK), Moseley (PCV), Moseley in the South, Moseley Distributors, Plaxton Coach Sales, Volvo Coach Sales 
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ALEXANDER Alexander Dennis, 91 Glasgow Road, Falkirk FK1 4JB 
Tel 01324 621672 Fax 01324 632469 
Pointer 2 Aluminium 8.8-11.4m — LF Midi Dennis Dart SLF 
ALX400 Aluminium 10.5m LF DD VDL DB250LF, Dennis Trident, Volvo B7TL 


VDL Berkhof Valkenswaard, PO Box 585, 5550 AN Valkenswaard, De Vest 55, 5555 XP Valkenswaard, 


BERKHOF The Netherlands Tel 00 31 40 208 2424 Fax 00 31 40 208 2425 www.vdiberkhof.com 
Axial 50 Steel 12m 3.55m coach Volvo B12M, B12B 

Axial 70 Steel 12m 3.7m coach Volvo B12M, B12B 

Axial 100 Steel 12-13.5m 4m DD coach Scania K114, K124, Volvo B12B 


Coach Distributor: Volvo Coach Sales, Scania Bus and Coach UK 


BEULAS UK Coach & Bus, Sandbeck Way, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 


Tel 01709 705570 Fax 01709 705569 www.uk-cb.com 


Midi-Star Steel 9.8m 3.4m coach Iveco MidiRider 
Stergo E Steel 12m 3.56m coach Iveco EuroRider 
El Mundo Steel 12m 3.8m coach Iveco EuroRider 


Cc AETANO Salvador Caetano (UK) Ltd, Mill Lane, Heather, Leicestershire LE67 2QE 


Tel 01530 263333 Fax 01530 263379 www.caetano.co.uk 


Optimo V Steel Te lateal Midicoach Toyota 
Enigma Steel 9.8m 3.2m coach MAN 14.280 
Enigma Steel 12m 3.5m coach Dennis R410, Volvo B12B, MAN 18.310 


EAST LANCS East Lancashire Coachbuilders Ltd, Lower Phillips Road, Whitebirk Industrial Estate, 


Blackburn BB1 5UD, Tel 01254 504150 Fax 01254 504181 www.elcb.co.uk 


Myllennium Alusuisse 8.8-12m Weis) Dennis Dart, MAN 14.220, Scania N94 
Lolyne Alusuisse 10.0-10.5m LF DD Dennis Trident 

Vyking Alusuisse 10.0-10.5m LF DD Volvo B7TL 

Myllennium LowLander Alusuisse 10.3-12m LF DD VDL Bus DB250 

OmniDekka Alusuisse 10.6-12m LF DD Scania N94 


Derrybeg Industrial Estate, Gweedore, Co Donegal, Ireland 
EURO COACHBUILDERS Tel 00 353 75 31528 Fax 00 353 75 31930 www.eurocoachbuilders.ie 


LX Steel 8.3m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 
V29/Pantera Steel 8.3m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 

Clady Steel 10.3m Coach Mercedes Atego 1223L 
School Bus Steel 10.3m SD Mercedes Atego 1223L 
E Lancs Myllennium = Aluminium 8.8m LF SD TransBus Dart 


Coach Distributor: Taylors PCV Sales 


HISPANO Volvo Bus Ltd, Wedgnock Lane, Warwick CV34 5YA 
Tel 01926 401777 Fax 01926 407407 www.volvobuses.volvo.co.uk 


Habit S'less Steel 12-18m LF SD Volvo B7L, B7LA 


INDCAR UK Coach & Bus, Sandbeck Way, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 
Tel 01709 705570 Fax 01709 705569 www.uk-cb.com 


Maxim 2 Stee 8.4m Midicoach Iveco EuroMidi 


IRIZAR Scania Bus and Coach UK Ltd, Claylands Avenue, Worksop S81 7DJ 
Tel 01909 500822 Fax 01909 500165 


Capacity Stee 12m 3.5m coach Scania K114 
Intercentury Stee 12m 3.2m coach Scania K114 
Century Stee 12m 3.5m coach Scania K114 
Century Stee 12m 3.7m coach Scania K124 
PB Steel 12.2m 3.5m coach Scania K124 
S-Kool Stee 12m 3.2m school coach Scania K94 


JONCKHEERE Volvo Coach Sales, Brisco Avenue, Loughborough LE11 5HP 
Tel 01509 217777 Fax 01509 260978 www.jonckheere.be 
Mistral 30 Steel 12m 3.2m coach Volvo B7R 
Mistral 50 Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B 
Mistral 70 Steel 13.7m 3.7m coach Volvo B12B 


Bopy Types: DD DouBLE-DECK; SD CONVENTIONAL SINGLE-DECK, LF LOW-FLOOR 
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BODIES 


BASE, Sandy Way, Holmeswood, Ormskirk, Lancashire L40 1UB 
MARCOPOLO Tel 01254 685599 www.basecoachsales.co.uk 


Viaggio 330 Steel 9.9m 3.3m coach MAN 12.220 

Viaggio 330 Steel 12m 3.5m coach MAN 18.310, VDL Bus SB4000 

Viaggio 350 Steel 12m 3.5m coach MAN 18.310, 18.360, VDL Bus SB4000 
Viaggio 370 Steel 12m 3.7m coach MAN 24.410 


Mcv MCV Bus and Coach, Stirling Place, Elean Business Park, Sutton, Ely CB6 2QE 
Tel 01353 773000 Fax 01353 773001 


Evolution S'less steel 9.8-10.2m LFSD MAN 12.220 
Evolution S'less steel 11.2m LF SD MAN 14.220 


NOGE Mentor Coach & Bus, Euroway Estate, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 
Tel 01709 700600 Fax 01709 700007 www.mentorpic.com 


Catalan 320 Steel 10m 3.2m midi-coach MAN 13.220 
Catalan 350 Steel 12m 3.5m coach MAN 18.310, 18.350 
Catalan 370 Steel 12m 3.7m coach MAN 24.410 


OPTARE Optare Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds LS15 8SU 
Tel 0113 264 5182 Fax 0113 260 6635 www.optare.com 


Bonito Steel 6.7m Minicoach Ford Transit FT 350EL 
Soroco Steel 6.5m Minicoach Mercedes Benz Sprinter 
Soroco Plus Steel 7.7m MidiCoach Mercedes Benz Sprinter 
Nouvelle Steel 8.4m MidiCoach Mercedes Benz Vario 

Solera Corta Steel 8.3m Coach Mercedes Benz Atego 12.23L 
Solera SR Steel 9.95m Coach Mercedes Benz Atego 12.23L 


Coach distributors: AWCS, Bob Vale, Holloway Commercials, Yorks. 


Plaxton, Eastfield, Scarborough YO11 3BY 
PLAXTON Tel: 01723 581500 Fax: 01723 581328 


Beaver 2 Steel 7.8-8.5m Midi Mercedes Vario 

Cheetah Steel 8.5m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 

Profile Steel 12m 3.2m coach Dennis Javelin, Volvo B7R ‘ 

Paragon S'less Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B, Dennis R, Iveco Eurorider a 
Panther S'less Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B, Dennis R, Iveco Eurorider > 

Coach distributors: Plaxton Coach Sales, Volvo Coach Sales = 7” 


Sc CO ACHBUILDERS SC Coachbuilders, Hambledon Road, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO7 7UA * 


Tel: 01705 258211 Fax 01705 255611 www.caetano.co.uk 


Nimbus Aluminium 8.8-11.4m — LF Midi Dennis Dart 


SITCAR 


Beluga Steel 8.3-8.5m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 


Sideral Steel 12m 3.2m coach Volvo B7R ‘ 
Sideral Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B ay 


Moseley (PCV) Ltd, Elmsall Way, Dale Lane, South Elmsall, Pontefract, West Yorkshire WF9 2XS 
Tel 01977 609000 Fax 01977 609900 www.moseleycoachsales.co.uk 


Volvo Coach Sales, Brisco Avenue, Loughborough LE11 5HP 
Tel 01509 217777 Fax 01509 260978 www.volvobuses.volvo.co.uk 


VAN HOOL Van Hool NV, Bernard Van Hoolstraat 58, B-2500 Lier, Belgium 


Tel 00 32 3 420 20 20 Fax 00 32 3 482 33 60 www.vanhool.be 


Alizee Steel 12m 3.47m coach VDL Bus SB4000, Scania K114/K124, 
Volvo B12M, B12B 
Coach distributors: Arriva Bus & Coach, Moseley, Scania Bus & Coach 


WRIGHTBUS Wrightbus Ltd, Galgorm Industrial Estate, Fenaghy Road, Ballymena BT42 1PY 


Tel 02825 641212 Fax 02825 649703 www.wright-bus.com 


Cadet Aluminique  9.4-10.8 LF Midi VDL Bus SB120 
Commander = 11.8m LESD VDL Bus SB200 
Solar 32 12m LF SD Scania L94UB 
Solar Fusion BE 18m LF artic Scania L94UA 
Eclipse Metro c= 12m LF SD Volvo B7L 
Eclipse Urban 12m LF SD Volvo B7RLE 
Eclipse Commuter 12m SD Volvo B7RLE 
Eclipse Fusion 18m LF artic Volvo B7LA 
Eclipse Gemini 10.1-10.6m LF DD Volvo B7TL 
Pulsar Gemini 10.3m LF DD VDL Bus DB250 
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With the delivery of 18 new Volvo B7TLs with Wrightbus 
Gemini bodies, Travel Dundee is the first major bus operator 
in the country to have a 100 per cent low-floor, fleet. Since 
the acquisition of Tayside Public Transport in February 1997 
by the National Express Group, a total of £20million has been 
invested in Travel Dundee. This investment has gives the 
company the lowest average fleet age in Scotland, 

four and a half years. 

The new buses — which cost £3million - replace 15-year- 
old Volvo Citybuses and are being used on four busy routes 
as part of the Dundee Public Transport Concordat with 
Dundee city council aimed at improving bus travel in the city 


Rossendale Transport has taken delivery of nine Slimline Solos for Interest in coaches over 12m long is growing slowly. One — a 13m 
operation in Rochdale, and has a further 10 on order for 2005. The Bova Futura — has joined the fleet of Freshfield Coaches of Stock- 
Solos are proving to be more fuel efficient than the Darts they have 


port. It is a 53/57-seater — four more than on a 12m coach — and 


replaced, and Rossendale’s operations director, Barry Drelincourt, features air-conditioning and a Webasto pre-heater with timer, 
anticipates that the new buses will produce at least a five per cent ensuring passengers will be comfortable whatever the outside tem- 
increases in ridership. perature. It was supplied by Moseley PCV. 


Kettering-based Lawman has taken delivery of a Mercedes-Benz 
Vario with Sitcar Beluga body. It is a 33-seater, and has double- 


glazing. The Beluga is built in Italy, and is now approaching its fifth 


Aberdeenshire operator, Keirs Coaches of Kintore, has joined the 
growing number of customers for the Sitcar Beluga, with a new air- 
conditioned 29-seater. The specification includes a DVD player with 


season in the UK. It is based on the 152bhp 0815 version of the monitor and a courier seat. The coach, on a Vario 0815, has a Telma 
Vario, where most competing coaches are built on the less powerful retarder. Moseley PCV is the UK agent for Sitcar. 
136bhp 0814. 


PROVIDING POSITIVE SOLUTIONS TO CUTTING ACCIDENT REPAIR COSTS 


© ONE STOP ACCIDENT REPAIR FACILITY 
@ NATIONWIDE RECOVERY TEL: 020 8858 3781 


= 


i ss 


@ 16m PAINT BOOTH FAX: 020 8858 5663 
© 20,000ft? WORKSHOP 
MT wae  @ CHASSIS & AXLE STRAIGHTENING t TRUCK ALIG NY 
ae nee @ COMPUTERISED WHEEL ALIGNMENT TOTAL REPAIR SOLUTIONS 


VIP TRADING ESTATE - ANCHOR & HOPE LANE - CHARLTON - LONDON SE7 7RY - Email: admin@vipgroupltd.co.uk 


STOKE TRUCK & BUS CENTRE 


Thank you to everybody who visited 
us at Coach & Bus 2004 


BMC 850 


Features: @ Climate control 
Double glazing 
DVD Player 
Television 
Cool Box 
Headrest covers, 
Pleated curtains 
Smartnav Navigation 
System 
Reversing camera 
Fixed mobile 
telephone suite 
Scorpion alarm system 


y 


RENAULT MASTER 350 


= Features: @ New Master Design Coach rear 
Under floor luggage 
M2 tested subframe 


. 
Wai > 7 | Full soft trim 
Gs 8-16 high back M2 seats 


SPRINTER 550 


Features: @ 16 high back M2 seats 


Tastee frame Stoke Truck and Bus centre |) =) 5) 
oft trim 
Extended body with styled rear are Sole Distributors for tawe 


Very large boot 
Lowered entrance step 
Climate control 


For North - Tel: 07971 020294 
For South & Midlands - Tel: 07971 020298 
For South West & South Wales - Tel: 07814 000507 


STOKE TRUCK & BUS CENTRE 


Bute Street, Fenton, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire, ST4 3PS 
Tel: 01782 598310 Fax: 01782 598674 www.bmcstoke.co.uk 


1990 P.P.57 Seater DUPLE 320 
Dennis Javelin 
MoT till Feb 2005, 
ready to go, owned by us 
for 4 years. 


£12,750 ono 
Tel: 01942 522322 


1995 VOLVO JONCKEERE 
BIOM 
51 Exec, A/C, C/S Toilet, 
D/G, TV video, carpets, boiler, 
Euroliners, in white, MoT 12 months, 
tax £54,995 


1995 VOLVO JONCKEERE 
BIOM 
51 Exec, C/S Toilet, D/G, TV video, 
carpets, boiler, curtains, head covers, 
Euroliners, in white, MoT 12 months, 
tax £50,000 


1993 VOLVO VANHOOL 
ALIZE 
A8 Exec, rear toilet, D/G, 

TV, video, carpets, boiler, head cov- 
ers, Euroliners, NEW retrim, in white, 
12 months, MoT, tax 
£35,995 


2000 W CAETANO 
ENIGMA 
49/53 Exec, C/S toilet, climate con- 
trol, D/G, TV, video, carpets, boiler, 
curtains, head covers, 
Euroliners, repaint any colour, MoT, 
tax £POA 


STATION COACHES 


Tel: 01924 468888/ 
07771 692226 


Rutherford Travel 


have the following 
vehicles for disposal: 


2 x1996 PP K113 TRB Scania, 
lrizarCentury, long MOT 
£66,000 ono + VAT 
2 x 1995 Leyland National, Cummins 
engine, Allison gearbox, 51 seats, 
refurbished £5,000 + VAT or 
take 2 for £8,000 + VAT 
Plaxton Seats for £20.00 Pair 


TEL: 01403 786303 
or 07836 775069 


1995 M Mercedes 410 
14 seater minibus, 90,000kms, 1 
authority owner, front air door, Unwin 
tracking, rear Ratcliff tail lift, 3 point 
seatbelts, new tyres, very clean 
vehicle, 5 speed manual, must be 
viewed, credit card accepted. 
M4 J3 Heathrow. 
£3,995 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


1984 (pp) DAF Bova Calypso, 
53 seats, tested to March 2005 

£1,800 + VAT 
1980 Volvo B58, 49 seats, 
coach with toilet, out of test ...£1,000 + VAT 
1982 (Y) Leyland Olympian, 
78 seats, MoT 294 December 2004, 
seatbelted and approved 
1982 (X) Leyland Olympian, 
77 seats, MoT 6!" December 2004 


1985 (B) Bedford, 


53 seats,Lazer 11, MoT June 05, 

seat- belted £2,500 + VAT 
1986 (D) Bedford, 

57 seats, Lazer 11, MoT Aug. 05, 

seat- belted £3,900 + VAT 
1985 (C) Bedford, 


55 seats, Caetano Algarve, 


1985 (B) Bedford, 
53 seats, Lazer 11, 


MoT Feb.2005 £2,500 + VAT 


01691 780212 


L.J. EDWARDS 


Executive Coach Travel - Hailsham 
1997 (P) Bova Futura Executive Coach 
49 reclining seats, seatbelts, toilet, video 
and twin monitors, CD/PA system, hot/cold 
drinks servery, air conditioning, MOT 
March 2005 £75,000 + VAT 


1999 (T) Bova Futura Executive Coach, 


49 reclining seats, seatbelts, toilet, video 
and twin monitors, stereo/PA system, 
hot/cold drinks servery, air- conditioning, 
MOT March 2005 £95,000 + VAT 


Both vehicles are finished in white, 
ready to work and maintained to our 
usual high standard. 

For details call John Edwards on 


01323 440622 


Call Jo Taylor 
on 01952 
204920 


1998 R Iveco 35 Cl 
15 seater bus, rear under slung tail 
lift, 108,000kms, front air door, only 
13 seats, red paintwork, 1 owner, 
drives superb, good condition, direct 
dial a ride M453 
£5,250 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


1997 Mercedes Vario Plaxton 
Beaver 2 
33 seats, retrimmed + 1 years MoT. 
Great bus £19,500 + VAT 


1985 Van Hool Volvo B10M 


refurbished inside & recon engine. 
55 seats £16,500 + VAT 


Tel: 02890 742444 


VOLVO BI10M 


e Excellent condition e Long MoT 


1999 Plaxton Premier 350 
with air conditioning, 
toilet and servery, 49 

reclining seats, including 4 

additional seats and fill 
in floor £80,950 
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TELEPHONE: 01202 555652 
ma EXCELSIOR COACHES Bia 


@ HOLLOWAYS & ormee 


For the Biggest and Best Selection of New 
and Used Minibuses and Midi Coaches 


CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www, nollowaycommercizis.co.Ult 


01902. 656661 


95 ‘M’ Iveco 59-12 
15 seater minibus, under slung tailift, 
3 point seat belts, only 11 seats, 
diamond white, front air door, 
ex-local authority. 
Must be viewed. Bargain 
£3,995 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


Jonkheere P50, Volvo B10m MK2 
ZF automatic, 57 seater, MoT till 
May 05, Deuville front & rear, all 
in white, Deuville lockers. Very 
clean, ready for work 


£22,500 ono 
Tel: 01942 522322 


TOURS 


MERCEDES 814 VARIO 
2002/02 REG 
24 Coach Seats, plus courier seat; 
luggage racks, and forced air. 
ONYX conversion. 
Excellent Condition 


£28,000 + VAT 


MERCEDES SPRINTER 
413 CDI 2002/02 Reg 
16 Coach Seats, luggage racks, forced 
air, panoramic tinted windows, 
coach rear. ONYX conversion. 
Excellent Condition. (choice of two) 


£22,500 + VAT 


Please telephone: Timberbrush Tours 


0131 226 6066 Cdinburgn) 


RADER 


(01952.204920 


2000 W Iveco 35 Cll MWB 
Hi-roof panel van, 68,000kms, front 
lower entry door, rear under slung 
tail-lift, 7 seater + 2 wheel chairs, 
1 company owner, diamond white 
paintwork, very good condition, roof 
loghts, sky light. Must be viewed. 
£13,750 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


1994 LDV 400 hi roof test 2005. 16 
high back seats, seatbelt. Lowered 
entrance step... £2,000 + VAT 


1993 Citreon C25 8 high seats. 
Table + wheelchair. Luggage, pen 
extra seats if required.. £700 + VAT 


1989 Freight Rover 300 16 high- 
back seats, seatbelts, lowered front 
entry step. Owned from new. No 
test or tax hence £350 + VAT 


Telephone: 


01926 815225 


2002 (June) Bova Futura, 6 speed Manual 
49 recliners, air conditioning, centre sunken 
toilet & continental door, radio and CD, video 
& monitor, boiler & fridge, curtains & carpets, 
electric sunblinds, intarder, exhaust brake, 
webasto, tested Jan 2005, as new 
£137,500 + VAT ono 


1992 (March) Volvo B10M 
Plaxton Excalibur 
49 recliners, air conditioning, centre sunken 
toilet & continental door, radio & cassette, 
video & two monitors, boiler, fridge, carpeted, 
new engine (3 months). Clean coach, ex 
Excelsior, all white exterior, tested Nov '04 
£32,500 + VAT ono 


Currian Holidays, Cornwall 01726 822303 


NEW & USED 


LDV SEATS 
£50 per 
single seat 
Tel: 01772 455695 


Vehicles for Sale 


1993 Volvo B9M Berkhof Excellence 

2000, 37 seater, air conditioned, video/TV. 
hot/cold drinks, driver's bunk, re-trimmed 
03, long MoT £49,500 + VAT 


1995 Scania K113TRB, Irizar Triangle 49 
seater, air con, video/TV, hot/cold drinks, 
long MoT £54,500 


1996 Scania K113TRB Irizar Triaxle 49 
seater, air con, video/TV, hot/cold drink, 
long MoT £59,500 


We also have a good selection of MCW 
Metro buses for sale, all tested and in 
service from £2,500 + VAT 


07860 132045 


Supreme Bus and Coach sales 


1998 LDV CONVOY MINIBUS, Ford, 2.5 Di engine & gearbox, 16 passenger seats, 3 point belts, 


PSV MOT, very good condition, owned from new. 


1990 VOLVO B1OMT VANHOOL ALIZEE SH, 49 recliners, rear sunken toilet, continental door, 
water boiler, tv/video, intercooled engine, G7 comfort shift gearbox, very good condition 
1989 SCANIA K113 JONCKHEERE DEAUVILLE, 49 recliners, centre sunken toilet, continental door, 


water boiler, 2 TV monitors, video, air conditioning fitted but not working, good condition 


£25,000 


1989 VOLVO B10M JONCKHEERE DEAUVILLE, 50 recliners, rear sunken toilet, continental door, water 
boiler, tv/video, air conditioning fitted but not working, 


body in good condition interior requires retrim 


£22,500 


1989 VOLVO B10M DUPLE 340, 53 recliners, intercooled engine, G7 comfort shift gearbox, 
air conditioning fitted but not working, all double glazed windows replaced, 


nearside panel damage, will supply replacement panels, ideal contract vehicle 


£12,500 


1988 VANHOOL 1815 INTEGRAL, 53 recliners, Cummins L10 engine, 6 speed ZR gearbox, 
seats need retrimming, bodywork in good condition, needs respray as paintwork has faded, 


to be sold with 12 months MOT 


£17,500 


1985 VOLVO BLOMT JONCKHEERE P95, 67 recliners, continental door, toilet, water boiler, 
tv/video, MK3 B10M intercooled engine conversion Feb/Mar 2005, 

ZF 6 speed splitter gearbox, good condition 
1982 LEYLAND OLYMPIAN ECW BODY, 77 seats, Leyland TL11 engine, fully automatic gearbox, 


above average condition, no MOT, ideal contract vehicle 


£30,000 


£4000 as is or £4500 with 12 months MOT 


1979 BRISTOL VRT ECW BODY, 74 vinyl seats, Gardner 6LXB engine, 


good contract vehicle, no MOT 


1978 BRISTOL VRT ECW BODY, 75 moquette seats, Gardner 6LXB engine, 


All prices plus VAT 


Mulleys Coaches 


01359 230234 ask for Dave or email: djm@mulleys.co.uk 


Call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


To advertise in Vehicle Trader call 


Call Jo Taylor 
on 01952 
204920 


1994 L Mercedes 811 
22 seater coach, front air door, ex 
school bus, fitted with bench seats, 
seat belted. Long 2005 MoT’s, new 
tyres, all on tracking. Choice of 5 
and trial bargain price. 

PSV tested + 24 seaters. 
£3,995 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


1998 R VW LT35 TDi LWB 
Minibus 
9 seater + 4 wheel chairs, 
95,000miles, under slung platform, 
Unwin tracking, SLD, 1 authority 
owner. Very good condition, must 
be viewed. 
£8,500 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


4 LEYLAND 
OLYMPIAN 


(East Lancs) 


1984 
Contact Damian Graham, 
Warrington Borough Transport Ltd 
on 


01925 634296 


for further information 


2000 PLAXTON PARAGON VOLVO B10M 
57.49 + C demountable centre WC, black magic 
moquettem inertia belts, aircon, vgc inside and out. 
£97,500 + VAT 
Telephone: 0191 527 0535 


4Aany>0 ZTOPOO * WCW NZD: omomowmse 


MERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS 


We stock a large range of high quality used 
Mercedes-Benz bus, coach, van and truck 
spares to suit: 207D, 307D, 208D, 308D, 

408D, 410D, 507D, 508D, 608D, 609D, 
709D, 711D, 811D, 814D, Sprinter, Vario 814D, 
810D, 612D, 614D, Atego 815, 817 
other models also available. 


WE ARE ONE OF THE LARGEST USED 
MERCEDES-BENZ DEALERS IN THE UK. 


So you will find our stock of engines, axles, 
gearboxes, springs, wheels, cabs, doors, 
panels, injector pumps, blocks, cranks, heads, 
propshafts etc huge! 


We accept major credit cards so you can have 
that much needed part within 24 hours. 


ALL OUR PARTS ARE GUARANTEED AND 
ON THE SHELF READY TO GO. 


a 
VISA | 
ae 


ERITH COMMERCIALS 


Tel: 01322 290921 - Fax: 01322 290049 


E-mail: m-benz@erithcommercials.co.uk 
www.erithcommercials.com 


Ss WORLDWIDE EXPORTERS 
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MERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS 


hus AND coal PROFESSIONAL 5a 


Minibus Solutions - 
any make, any Lease or Hire Purchase 9 9 


model £89" 


V¥ ere y 


King of the Road 


The new Peugeot Monarch is a fully 


versatile minibus, ideal for a wide range 
The new fre ie of uses and available with full 


M O N A RC wheelchair access. 
exclusively from Allied Vehicles CH >» 


¢ 8, 9, 12, 15 or 17 seat models 
¢ 5 years unlimited mileage warranty' aS es 
¢ Available with full wheelchair access 


tterms and conditions apply Allied Vehicles 


Driving For Perfection 


FREEPHONE 0800 916 3086 


Peugeot - Renault - Volkswagen - Ford « Citroen » Mercedes - Fiat - lveco 


Demonstrations Nationwide 


INTTOGUCING 


Proven Reliability - Proven fel Econeriy = mereeen PoMoed 


“Innovation From The Company That Cares” 


O1353 773000 Sry 


LYMCN MCV BUS AND COACH LTD. Stirling Place, Elean Business Park, Sutton, Ely, Cambs CB6 2QE 


Telephone: 01353 773000 Fax: 01353 773001 E-mail: enquiries@mevbus.com 


TD TYRES 


Tel: 0800 298 4755 


TD Tyres specialises in the supply of quality bus and coach tyres direct to the operator. 
Tyres are a major expense for fleet operators and we recognise the importance of fitting high 
quality reliable tyres and monitoring their performance. 

Through our technical know how we can help maximise your tyre utilisation and save you money. 


e 205/75R 17.5 Uniroyal £71.00 

e 215/75R 17.5 Uniroyal £73.00 

e 11R 22.5 Premium New £105.00 

e 295/80R 22.5 New From £116.00 
e 295/80R 22.5 Regal £159.00 

e 295/80R 22.5 Michelin £199.00 

e 295/80R 22.5 Uniroyal £159.00 

e 305/75R 24.5 Michelin £275.00 

e 315/80R 22.5 Goodyear £178.00 

e 315/80R 22.5 Regal £169.00 

e 315/80R 22.5 New From £135.00 
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Finance available on all vehicles (subject to status) 


PICKRELL 


MINIBUS AND WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 
Gardners Lane North - Crays Hill - Billericay - Essex -CM11 2XE 
Tel: 01268 521033 - Mobile: 07860 894331 - Fax: 01268 284951 


Email: sales@hwpickrell.co.uk - www.hwpickrell.co.uk 


a 


Retail Motor 


Industry 
Federation 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE MINI BUSES 


1.9 diesel, PAS, 5 speed manual, 0 & H conversion 
3 seat seats, sun roof, rear fold down ramp, electric 
wheel chair restraints, one owner only ex local 
authority 35512 miles 


LWB, PAS, 2.8 turbo diesel, full height electric, door 
low front entry, 14 removable high back seats, Unwin 
tracking, PLS underfloor tail lift, Eberspacher heater, 
ex local charity, low miles. 


2.8 turbo diesel, PAS, MWB, side loading door & 
step, 12 high back seats plus space for 2/3 wheel- 
chairs, Unwin tracking, PLS underfloor t/lift, ex local 
authority, only 53,000 miles 


2.8 diesel, Euromotive conversion, PAS, 16 remov- 
able semi high back seats, Unwin tracking, Ratcliff 
underfloor t/lift, power door low front entry, destina- 
tion board, ex council, new engine 


— 


2.5 diesel, 5 speed semi high roof, PAS SWB, 7 high 
back seat plus 1 w/chair, Unwin tracking, Ricon tail 
lift, side loading door, and step, ex local charity, low 
miles, choice of 3. 


Crest conversion, 11 removable 
ng, Ratcliff underfloor tail lift, 


Auto transmis: 
movable semi hic 
Ulift, power d 
miles. 90,000 kms 


2.5 turbo diesel, Iwb, PAS, luxury ci 
high back abacus seat’s, Unwin trackin 
lift, front entry door with AVS 

racks, curtains, panoramic winds 

demo for the bus & coach exb. 


2.5 diesel Ford engine and gearbox, pas, long wheel- 
base, hi roof, front entry door & low step, 16 high 
back seats ing for 2/3 wheelchairs. One owner, 
29,000 miles only mint condition 


2.5 diesel, 5 speed, pas, long wheelbase, high roof, 
side loading door with step, 16 high back seats with 
three point seat belts, Reversing camera, one owner 
good condition, 57000 miles. 


Iwb, pas, 2.8 turbo diesel, Frank Guy conversion, 
14 removable high back seats, Unwin tracking, PLS 
underfloor taillift, front entry door low front entry, ex 
local authority, low miles. 


2.8 turbo diesel, 5 speed, pas, long wheelbase hiroof 
14 removable high back seats plus 2 wheel chairs. 
Unwin tracking, Ricon taillift side loading door low 
entry step, ex authority, choice of 2 


1.9 diesel, PAS, twin side loading door, 3 seats plus 
driver plus wheelchair, electric winch and fold down 
famp, one owner ex local authority, 39,000 miles full 
service history mint condition. 


2.8 diesel, Irisbus conversion, PAS, 8 to 14 remov- 
able high back seats, Unwin tracking, pls underfloor 
tail lift, front entry door low front entry, ex NHS. 


135d, 2.5 diesel, 5 speed ,pas, long wheel base, 0 & 
H conversion, side loading door,12 seats or 5 plus 
3 wheel chairs, Unwin tracking, Ricon tail lift, one 
Owner mint condition ,31,000 miles only 


2.8 diesel, Mellor Vancraft conversion, PAS, 16 
removable high back seats, Unwin tracking, PLS 
underfloor t/lift, slam door low front entry, ex lease 
low mileage 40- 50,000kms choice of 4 


2001 X & 


Y REG RENAULT MASTER T35D 
_—— | 
Pod : 


2.5 diesel, 5 speed, PAS, LW base, UVG conversion, 
SL door with fold down step, 9 seats or 5 plus 3 
wheel chairs, Unwin tracking, Rolac ramp, piped 
oxygen, one owner full Renault main agent service 
history, choice of 2. 


To advertise in Vehicle Trader call 


a 
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“THE UK’S NO.1 
OPTARE DEALER” 


NEW VEHICLES 


Optare Nouvelle SR: 29/33 seats, forced air, 
reading lights, curtains, PA, large boot 


Optare Solera: 39/35/31 seats + courier, air con, 
double glazed, plug door, large boot + side locker 


Optare Sorocco: 16/19/22 Coach built, Mercedes 
413CDi, reclining seats, air con, plug door, large boot 
Optare Bonito: Ford Transit, coach built, 

16 seats, forced air, plug door, large boot 


Leyland DAF: 16 seats, 4 stair, 
reading lights, bonded windows 


Mercedes 413 CDi: 16 seats, 4 stair, 
reading lights, coach back end 


Ring Steve for the 
best deal possible 


USED VEHICLES 


04 Reg Leyland DAF 16 seats with forced 

air, reading lights, DVD/CD etc 

Y Reg Optare Sorocco 16 seats, 

air conditioning, plu door, large boot 

W Reg Mercedes 814D Plaxton Cheetah, 
29 seats, forced air, reading lights 

W reg Mercedes 614D, 24 seats, power door 
Y Reg Mercedes 614D, 24 seats, power door 
V reg Mercedes 412D Sprinter, 

16 reclining seats, air conditioning 

P Reg Leyland DAF, 16 seater 

N Reg Mercedes 814L, 35 seats +courier 


2004 


2001 


2000 


2000 
1999 
1999 


1996 
1996 


Tel: 01302 770863 
07836 551020 
Fax: 01302 771666 


58 us AND coach PROFESSIONAL 


CHEAPIES! 


SERVICE BUSES & COACHES ;- 


90/6 OLYMPIANS / CUMMINS L10 / ZF. Big 78 seaters + 17 standing. 

One owner, Various tests, nice tidy bodies and interiors. Extremely oe after dienes 

but only a handful available so be quick. ONLY ONE LEFT NOWS ..........cssssssse cesssveee £19500 
92/J DARTS. Excellent 9.8m examples with the strong Wright Handybus body. 4 40 seats 0 mond 


All with good tests, split steps and some retrimmed and with Reduced Pollution Certificates, 

These won't hang around for long! ... ; enaiiias ... From £7500 
83/Y TITAN. Single-doored. Lovely engine and nice straight bal but test vealed. £3500 
94reb GREENWAY. 11.6m 49 seat example with COMPLIANT BELTS. Very smart ae and interior. 

June 2005 test, taxed too. Gardner / semi. Very nice example... anit .. SOLD 
93reb GREENWAYS, 41 and 49 seat Gardner and Volvo powered scorns in very — shane eres 

Semi-auto, excellent interiors. Always Be i after. Various tests, The best value sts duty 

single-deckers on the market... ee . From £2500 
94reb GREENWAYS. Last few available. a oped 10.6m GardnenZE dual-door ——- in ties dion 
Fully auto with retarders. Semi-standee interiors with seating for 24 + 48 standing. Ideal for airport, 
docks or shuttle work, or will up-seat easily. .. simutth .. From £3500 
73/M VERY SPECIAL Mk1 NATIONAL. Superbly restored 4 Surburban Goce nde 

Beautifully presented in Leyland’s demonstrator livery this is undoubtedly one of the best 


early National's in existence. Thousands of pounds spent and ready to sil or even return to 

PSV work. Must go to caring HOME, .........sssssses evens  £S0LD 
86-9 LYNX / TL11 or GARDNER. Choice of untested ones to clear. haul NAIGS wicevociteneccoretecect From £1500 
80-83 METROBUSES, TITANS & OLYMPIANS. Carefully selected examples. ... soscvseee From £2500 
79-81 BRISTOL VR's. A further handful in stock with good Gardner engines. .......s.sissssssseesenvsssssesenn All SOLD 
71/8 UNUSUAL LEOPARD. Re-bodied in the mid-80's with a Berkhof Esprite. Semi-auto, 

excellent 49-seat interior. This is an absolute gem to drive and looks great tO0. ...........:ssssssssese £8000 
94/L METRORIDERS. Excellent Phase 3 examples, 25 - 31 seaters with fast-flow doors. 

Various tests. Good sellers these. More NOW in StOCK............scssesensnusasisenseeAll SOLD 
80-83 Mk1 / Mk2 NATIONALS. Last few left. Gardner and Leyland engines. Various specs. ............. From £750 
72-79 Mk1 NATIONALS. VOLVO re-powers. Various specs and tests. Great back-up buses or 

good source of B10M engines. HANDFUL LEFT. é sone ALL SOLD 
1985 RENAULT DODGE. Driver training bus. Fully auto. Runs well. To clear.... Ma eateries. MOOD 
VINTAGE 


1965/8 ROUTEMASTERS. Big 72 seat LWB versions with Cummins re-power. From a well regarded 
source and in excellent shape. Some tested. Not the cheapest ones around but then you get 
what you pay for and these are selling out fast. LAST FEW! ... ee ey | (C 
1952 AEC REGAL IV. London Transport RF. In Central Area bus toa but ted gold. 
Engine expertly rebuilt and drives well. Interesting history , and it's hard to believe these are 
now fifty years old. Perhaps the greatest single-deckers Of all time? ........sssssssssssssssesensrssseeesees £SOLD 


SPARES OR REPAIR TO CLEAR 


87/E LYNX. ZF gearbox fault. TL11 engine OK. Largely complete. Great Source Of SPareS. uss... £750 
1978 NATIONAL 1. DAF re-power. Great engine. Complete, drives and potentially a good bus... £S0LD 
1976 BRISTOL VR. Good 6LXB engine. No 2nd gear. Cannibalised but still loads of good parts..............£750 


LOADS OF SPARES IN STOCK, OLDER SERVICE BUSES ALSO AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


PRICES ARE PLUS VAT AND SOME VEHICLES MAYBE ON CONTRACT TYRES. 


ALL RUNNING VEHICLES ARE FULLY GUARANTEED TO THE GATES OF OUR 
YARD. NO MUD, NO MISDESCRIPTIONS & NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR 
GRAFFITI, MOULD & ETCHED GLASS! 


ALWAYS A FURTHER CHOICE OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE OR SOURCED TO 
ORDER. WE ARE ENTHUSIASTS OFFERING A POLITE & FRIENDLY SERVICE 
WHICH IS WHY MORE THAN 50% OF OUR BUSINESS |S REPEAT. 


=5 MIKE NASH 


= BRITISH BUS SALES 


a 07836 656692 or 
01306 628001 & Fax 


NORMAL OFFICE HOURS ONLY PLEASE 
www. britishbussales.co.uk 
nashionalbus1@btconnect.com 
SITUATED JUST 5 MINUTES FROM M25 J10 (A3 SURREY). 
VIEWING IS STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 


To advertise in Vehicle Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


AUTO SERVICE (PONTYPOOL) LTD 


A Family Business rac Tee 
— Established 1921 rei) 


WWW.MINIBUS-SALES.CO.UK 
MINI BUS & MINI COACHES 


EDV GOR VOY: SOP S! HR cssscssconeersteretessanssstecorencsssanssussosos tesesdtveeeEviObmCen na EIEEOS sto eres yy | 
LDV Convoy 75 PS H/R......... . ‘ ie suseesessenseae LOGOOO 
LDV Convoy 75 PS School spec ee ah. | 
(04) Renault Master, 15/17 seat minibus, 2.5 litre, 100bhp, delivery miles........... Arivalbbbivies £15,750 
53 (04) LDV Convoy, 16 seat H/R minibus, front entry plug door, 

delivery mileage, 4 years Warranty, ........ssssessssessssverssssrsssssersserressssseecsssveesssres er re | 


Moving into the future 
with Hansar 


USED 
04 (04) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 125PS, 2000/3000 miles, choice ..............0000 _ £19,750 
52 (02) LDV Convoy 17 seat H/R XLWB 90PS TD 37,000 miles, Front entry drop step, 
Concept Conversion, COACH SPOC ......::;.ctaon metaMaRMRMM NN critects ss scvsersivsoesecsrcanases weer £15,750 


52 (03) LDV Convoy 17 seat, H/R, 10,000 miles OPS, COIF/PSV.. eevee £11,750 
52 (02) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 90PS, COIF/PSV............. cessvveee £16,250 
02 (02) LDV Convoy 17 seat, H/R, 32,331 miles, 75PS, choice, PSV... - beeen £10,950 
02 (02) Ford Transit 16 seats, M/H/R LWB, twin, S/L Doors...... we £10,750 
Y (01) LDV Convoy 17 seat, H/R, Front entry drop step, 31,514 miles, COlF PSV, immaculate/con . £10,750 
X (00) LDV Convoy 17 seat, L/R, 48,000 miles, 2.5ltr Ford ENgine .............c..ccseeccsssssneecessessenneeeeessees £95 


§ (98) LDV Convoy 17 seat , H/R, COIF/PSV......... Tuchaehehe £4,950 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 


Y (01) Renault Mascott, 16 seat minibus, wheelchair accessible or 

3 passengers,+ 5 wheel chairs, PLS lift... £17,250 
51 (01) LDV Convoy Hi Roof Wheelchair Accessible Minibus 2 50, 8 seats or 6 passengers + 2 wheelchairs, 
48,000 miles, Ricon in-board lift... cccsessseeecceoneee £12,995 
02 (02) LDV Hi-Roof Wheelchair Accessible Minibus 2.5, 8 seats or 6 passengers + 2 wheelchairs 

Ricon Inboard litt; G2) COU MMMMMMMMMMMMURE YE Visssccisssssecscsssskssscssssssssusessusssesesssnsseesesbssesees seen £18,495 
W (00) Iveco 40/10 Turbo Daily 2.87D. ¥ Wace, 42 seat or 6 passengers + 3 wheelchairs, 

Ratcliff underfloor lift...... a daiatenl lon 


The above vehicle are subject to VAT. Finance and extended warranties are available. 
All used vehicles come with 12 months MOT/PSV 
ROCKHILL ROAD, PONTYPOOL, SOUTH WALES NP4 8AN 
10 minutes Junction 25A off M4 Motorway 


RING HAYDEN SKINNER ON 
Tel: 01495 757111 ¢ Mob: 07850 739446 
or visit our website: www.minibus-sales.co.uk 


Hire Purchase 


Finance Lease 


Operating Lease HANSAR 
FINANCE 
Choic3s. LIMITED 


For all enquires call Hansar on: 


0161 488 4000 


All finance is subject to status and only available to persons aged 
18 or over. Business users only. 


Hansar Finance Limited, Bridgeway House 
Mellor Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK85AU 


James Coach Painters 
Vehicles For sale 


DUE TO HIGH DEMAND WE NOW HAVE AQUIRED MORE 
VEHICLES FOR CONVERSION. ALL VEHICLES CONVERTED TO VERY 
HIGH STANDARD, INCLUDING FULL SIZE COACH SEATS WITH BELTS 


vat ONLY oeroet —— 


60 Months ~ 


31/33 Re-trimmed Seats, fitted with seatbelts. Fully refurbished 
including new floors and steelwork; new MOT; repainted white 
Chrome wheel trims, wood effect dashboard. £10,400 

Luggage racks can be fitted if required and also painted to 
customer’s specification at extra cost 


27 belted coach seats Repainted white; suitable for stage 
carriage or private hire. New MOT. Bargain £8,500 


» 
™ ” 
— 


Ht a a VAT 


77 he 
eT i ball 


31 Brand new 3 point belted seats; New Floor including new 
steelwork; Fully re-trimmed with luggage racks; Modified back 
end; Wood effect dashboard; 

This vehicle is currently being built for exhibition and will be 
sold following this at approx. £14,500 - SOLD 


15 OR 17 SEAT 
2.5TD 100 OR 120 ™ 


uw : 
ny 2 agg5" VAT 
{be Vansdirect.net Narueen 
vs 


= — 01443 670000 / ,,‘2"., 
Tel: 01639 888840 Online enquiries welcome www.vansdirect.net Seoredit 


Call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 boars 100 eearcics ronson 


49 seat plus toilet, new MoT, repainted to very high standard, 
metallic, silver & blue, private plate. £10,000 


Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


, BRAND NEW MERCEDES — DIESEL 
LUXURY SPEC MINICOAC 


if Front entry offside emergency exit. 16 en ck soft trim passenger seats, 
with 3 point inertia belts, roo! s ater, large tinted windows, par- 
cel shelves, interior reading lights wit lity Full 8 5 peaker sotind 


system, wood trim, rear boot-space UK h 3 years warranty. Conce 
Conversion From £28, 995 


03 PLATE LDV CONVOY TURBO DIESEL 
17 SEAT FACTORY MINIBUS, |\ f 


OLYMPUS and CONCEPT 1 PLATE LOW CONVOY 17 SEAT FACTO-| | 2992 ipy CONVOY TURBO DIESEL 
CONVERSION LUXURY MINICOACH RY MINIBUS, Din LUXURY SPEC MINICOACH WITH 
rn BRAND NEW 54 PLATES SEPTEMBER BRAND NEW CONVERSION, intent 
1 : con , DELIVERY, Standard Spec includes: PAS st rim seats, wi 
2002 LDV Convoy . Front entry minicoach with pane hide 


lowered step, 16 high back passenger seats with 3 point inertia 

belts. Interior lighting, full sound system, roof vent, latest Ford ered step, 8 
Durotorque Turbo diesel engine + gearbox. COIP and 4 years wa “£19,995 
Power steering 


PROBABLY THE CHEAPEST 02 FRONT ENTRY 
MINICOACH IN THE COUNTRY 


DAVID FISHWICK VEHICLE SALES | Ge \V4 Aas A f MX REG LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT FACTORY 
fais cploe 1999 Toy TURBO DIESEL LUK SPEC INIBUSES, (ort! Diese! engines & 
North Valley, Colne BBS ORF. ‘ 3 MINIGOACH £9,950 MR Le od clk loath onis 


WE'LL CHANGE THE WAY Fs iiteouton + aris: ee 
| u ud s\ AS 1998 fener nant | conc sower steering, interior lighting, stereo system 
Tel: 01282 615138/ 867772 funy agour vans. ! ney cee na Sasa 


Sell your 
RADE » ) vehicles 
neo Af Trough US 


FHICLE 
| 


TOYOTA CAETANO 
OPTIMO 21 SEATER Saale 
N Reg Caetano, 21 seater, TV coupon 
monitor, video, air conditioning, and send 
and curtains. Clean vehicle or use our 


5 
£1799 Fast Fax 


Please contact Brian on 


020 665 48263 service 
SEND TO: BUS AND COACH PROFESSIONAL SUITE 1 - CORNERSTONE HOUSE - STAFFORD PARK 13 - TELFORD - SHROPSHIRE TF3 3AZ 


Name: Company Name: Mastercard | |Visa [| Switch Expiry Date 


Address: Card Number 
Issue Number (Switch Only) 


Post Code: Telephone No.: Signature 


@™ FAST FAX - 01952 204920 @@ 


60 hus AND coach PROFESSIONAL 


susiness \ EVERY FORTNIGHT 


Profile your services to the industry with 
Bus and Coach Professional 


01952204920 4 CALL JO TAYLOR on 01952 204920 @ 


risk assessments 
health and safety 


accident reduction 


total 


insurance 


The UK’s Lowest Cost 
Minibus & MPV 
Insurance GUARANTEED 


Cpe. 


‘ 

ce 
” suran 
Totes m7 s718 


driver briefings & training 
alcohol and drugs testing 


road risk management 


» minimise your risk 
CALL FOR AN INSTANT QUOTATION 


t/f 01273 580189 0870 777 8718 


m 07905 365717 York House, 
i : a / 138 South Street, 
minimiseyourrisk@fsbdial.co.uk General Insurane Dorking, Surrey RH4 2EU 


11 Chatsworth Park, Telscombe Cliffs, BN1I0 7DZ www.minibus-insurance.co.uk 


When it comes to insurance we 
AT LLOYD'S STAND OUT from the rest 


@ Swift, Professional Advice 
a . ~ —_ 
We can quote for Multi-Vehicle Fleets = © Experienced, Friendly Staff 


: ‘ ‘e By a 
and Single Vehicle Policies © Quality Claims Service 


— 
Bespoke Insurance Solutions . + @ Exclusive Rates and Covers 
Pay by Instalments ¢ 24-hour Helpline 
 Windscreens/Glass Cover Available 
¢ Foreign Travel Cover Available 


@ Rarely Beaten on Price 


For the best coach and 
minibus insurance phone 


Please contact your broker for further details equa 
Crown House, Armley Road, Leeds LS12 2E). 


Amlin House, Parkway, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 OUR Tel: 0113 244 8686 Fax: 0113 243 8668 
coaches@gauntletgroup.com Web: gauntletgroup.com 


Coach & Minibus Motor Insurance 


Call Jo on the NEW number 01952 204920 


or email jo.taylor@busandcoach.com 
hus AND coach PROFESSIONAL a 


To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


Stock Seats 


— Fast Despatch — 


Alpha M1/M2 Semi Highback Single, 
Double and Triple Seats 


425mm cushion, 280mm high pedestals 
Integral lap and diagonal seat belt 
Available in the following trims from stock 


Grey Vinyl - Ford Stylise - WW New Inca 
Mercedes New Vito - Mercedes New Sprinter (Santos) 


The above seats are also available with various accessories:- 
Trimmed Head Rests - Open Head Rests 
All Age Seat Belts - Adjustable Arm Rests 
We also offer the above seats plus single, double and triple high 
backs, tip ups and taxi tip ups in all trims Vinyl - Cloth - Ambla 
- Moquette - Cord - Again all available with various accessories 
AVAILABLE ON A 7-14 DAY DELIVERY 


For great prices on the above stock seats, or any other seat 
in our range plus our new SPACE tip and fold (space saver) 
Catalogue/CD available on request 


www.alphaseating.com 


Alpha Seating Limited 


_ icine sian Artie hetnirvan woiaboas deve _— eae. 


TEK SEATING LTD 


for all your seating needs 
— 


KAB AIR 
559ACS 


We have the largest ~ ’ 
stock and the ’ 
biggest range of 
vehicle seats in the UK 


We will not be beaten on price! 
www.tekseating.co.uk 


Kent 
Tel: 01892 515028 
Fax: 01892 529751 


Leicestershire 
Tel: 01664 480689 
Fax: 01664 480952 


The Cogent Schoolbus Seat 


- fitted in minutes for vears of abuse! 


t Schoolbus 


pera Z64 


» anya 


Comfortable, robust and 2 Y) 
easily installed, the new , 4 
Cogent Schoolbus Seat fe \ 


achieves all C.0.1.F 
dimensions with ease. 


Cogent Passenger Seating Ltd om _ 
email: seats@cogent.demon.co.uk Lt. = 
Tel: 01792 585444 rr J) r 
Fax: 01792 588191 an Si 
wh wl * 
www.cogent.demon.co.uk ’ bs “Nasi 
Nic 
is-7 NY 
*. La sj 
+? 
™ 
wei v 
© 3; R a 


Your Seat Belt Installation is our Reputation 


BUSINESS 


(01952 204920 


Universal Minibus Seat 
ISRI 1000/510 


ISRINGHAUSEN 


Mechanical and air suspension 
seats available from stock. 


ISRI 6500/517 


ISRI 6800/337 


To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


Coach Accessories (Ahead of the Rest) Ltd 


HEADREST COVERS & CURTAINS 
All Colour Co-ordinated - also Pillows 
SEERSUCKER - Cream, White & Grey 
polyester, cotton drill and T. bag 


headcovers most colours. Ties, epaulettes, 


badges etc. Screen printing and in-house 
embroidery service available. 
Get your orders in now! - 


Tel/Fax: (01709) 894804 


12vdce_ & 24vdc 
Compact hot drinks 
machines, 6 litre 
capacity, fast heat up 
times, uses the 
range of 
drinks. Transvend also 
supply the complete 
range of machines 
www.transvend.co.uk 


Tel 01438 743838 


PROBABLY THE BEST TRIMMERS IN THE NORTH WEST 
FOR A SPEEDIER TURN-AROUND 
WHERE QUALITY COUNTS 
ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTES BEATEN! 
FOR ALL YOUR RETRIM & REFURBISHMENT NEEDS 
Family Business - Established 30 years 


CALL BOB FOR SAMPLES, 
PRICES AND AVAILABILITY 


Tel; 01253 766762 Fax: 01253 798443 
Email: sales@blackpooltrimshops.co.uk 


www. ahead-of-the-rest.com 


enquiries@aheadoftherest.fsnet.co.uk 
Units 13/14/15, Thurnscoe Business Centre, 
Princess Drive, Thurnscoe, Rotherham S63 OBL 


JENNINGS 


YOUR ONLY ROUTE TO 
SEATING EXCELLENCE 


Providing the following seating solutions: 


> § families of Saloon Seating ot a e 

> Guaranteed DDA compliant disability range including f * ‘. ns 
the brand new Glidemaster™, the original Flipmaster™ WM ure 

and the unique Lockmaster™ seating mechanisms 7 hs, rey 

' ‘ > 3 point seat belt fully tested Schoolflex™ seat foree 4 fe 

: > Retrim/Refurbishment facility * Mar) J, 

? rs > Unique 5 year warranty AEA LB 

, ‘ > Fully backed field based after sales team as a 

' ‘ ; ; ; Petene © \ 

‘ > Design and development team to provide solutions to Dod the. ® 


match your needs. 
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Interested in a FREE demonstration or quotation call Paul on 01384 443409 or 07812 064150 
or visit our web site at www.scandusuk.co.uk 
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Your Complete 


Aftersales Service 
for the Bus & Coach Industry 


At Unitec our priority is getting and keeping your vehicles on the 
Customer Service Managers road... whatever make, whatever model we're here to help you. 


Mobile Technicians Mechanical Repairs. 


: : Accident Repairs and Bodywork. 
Technical Services Technical Training. 
Tachograph Calibration and Overhaul. 
Parts Supply Bidés 


Mechanical Overhaul. 


London Service Centre Refurbishment. 
Fully Equipped Vans to Attend On-site Repairs. 


Rotherham Service Centre Contract Maintenance. 
Servicing, Maintenance. 
Warranties MOT Preparation and Testing. 
Collection and Delivery Service. 
Running Repairs. 


Unitec Leeds: 0113 264 5182 Unitec Rotherham: 01709 535101 Unitec London: 01708 892440 


Unitec is a division of the Optare Group 


Kismet Mobile 


— a ssontche cent 


COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 
JACKING SYSTEMS 


Advanced British design and manufacture offering significant 
advantages over previously available jacking equipment. 
All units comply to latest regulations and CE requirements 


} 


® Commercial twin ram pit jacks 13/20 tonne 400mm lift 
@ Commercial twin ram pit jacks 8 tonne 350mm lift 


rrerer 


PRERI PET 


@ Commercial single ram-floor - and pit mounted units 
15/20 tonne 750mm lift 


® Spreader beams 2.8-13 tonne 


22 TONNE CAPACITY, SELF 
LUBRICATING, SELF LEVELING 


£6,995.00 puus vat 


OR £42.00 PER WEEK S.T.S. 


0151 609 1007 


AUTOLIFT LTD Norwell Woodhouse Newark Notts. NG236NG 
Phone: 01636 636586 Fax: 01636 636101 Mobile: 07867 773344 
Email: info@autolift.co.ukWebsite: www.autolift.co.uk 
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Brenton’s Engineering Services 


ONE STOP SHOP 


VOSA MoT 
Inspections 


TELEPHONE NOW TO BOOK YOUR SLOT 


020 83 20 20 20 


QUALITY WORK UNDERTAKEN TO VOSA STANDARDS 


Steam Cleaning 
Commercial Vehicle Repairs 
Safety Inspections 
Pre-MoT Inspections 
Full Maintenance Programmes 


To advertise in Business Trader call 


Jo Taylor 0n 01952 204920 


Powertrain 


01902 366000 


¢ Local Support * Genuine ZF Parts 
¢ Repairs to ZF Standard « Technical Hotline 
¢ Local Service Exchange Units 


BLUESTRIPE 
01384 patra 
BREE ‘Transmissions 


LEYLAND HyYDRACYCLIC 
ALLISON AT SERIES 
VOITH piwa Free delivery 


Full warranty 
ZF ECOMAT Fitting service 


ISO 9002 
Registered 

Company 
www.bluestripereman.co.uk 


HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL BUILDINGS 


@ Secure storage 


@ Finance available 
rmation phone 


Blueline Buildings 
01709 578333 anytime 


Brenton’s Engineering Services Ltd 
Greenwich High Road, London SE10 
Email: keiths@brentonsofblackheath.co.uk 
Website: brentonsofblackheath.co.uk 


husandesach Gea 


The UK's premier “ez THE LASTEST NEWS, 
online media “QD VIEWS AND REVIEWS 


a > 
Roeville Computer Systems Ltdv — 


f 


Computer Solutions for the Bus & Coach Industtys N ' 


call us on: 07302 841 333 


or visit our Websitars Wwwwakoeville.com 


ne mete 
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¢ Tour & Excursion Reservations * Coach Hire & Contract Bookings * Hosted .Net Portal Site 


¢ Direct & Agent Bookings * Interactive Diary Based System * 24/7 Client Reservations 
¢ Confirmations & Invoices * Quotations * Design your own site 

¢ Pickup Lists & Rooming Lists * Confirmations & Invoices * Fast & Highly Scaleable 

* Home Pickups & Feeders ¢ Driver & Vehicle Scheduling ¢ SQL 2000 Database 


¢ Unlimited Itineraries 
* Holiday Finder 


¢ Mail List with Travel Club 
¢ Optional Website Integration 


* Integrated Sales Ledger 
* Community Transport 
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To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


Dh. Rane Mai die ee 
Workshop PITS BRAKE TESTER USERS 


We manufacture srs 
Galvanised Steel Workshop Pits New e Secondhand Reconditioned 
Full state of the art electronic upgrades for: 


For service, maintenance and HGV/PSV MOT test lanes. 


Buy ex-works for your own builder to install, or go for our 


complete installation package. Our PITS are durable and cost effective. Crypton and H&H commercial Bra ke Testers 


Computers based c/w VOSA data base. 
BRAKE TESTER ROLLER RESURFACING 
The UK’s Leading Independant Brake Tester Specialists 
Auto Workshop Equipment Services Ltd 


Telephone: 08452 30 25 30 www.braketester.co.uk 
Fax: 08452 30 25 31 enquiries@braketester.co.uk 


i eae 
MERCEDES 


Various headset types 


Handheld range SPARES 


| ISO 9001-2000 certified we provide a range of quality workshop 
installation services; compressed air; lube dispensing; lighting & 
electrical; ground works; exhaust extraction, and major workshop 
equipment. You won't need another contractor. 
Contact: Adam Schapiro on 0117 955 1800 
Email: sales@hammersmith-engineering.co.uk 


igen hammersmith 
engineering 


www.hammersmith-engineering.co.uk 


Terence Barker Tanks 
Manufacture Bunded Fuel Tanks 


j j RF headsets 
P eo Sale a ihe ti Connections to suit 609D, 709D, 811D 
CHO NENT AGENCY Specification Bespoke Products All parts cleaned, on the shelf, 


Next day delivery nationwide 


Tel: 01376 330661 PEAY. bIF) swmercedesmasicco.ck 


Tel: 01594 564552 TEL: NEXT BUS LTD 
www.terencebarkertanks.co.Uk Tj “co, o1sea seasse [i 01249 462 462 


info@fcav.co.uk RE. a 
Transfueltanks, Pumps, www.fcav.co.uk VISA 24 HOUR Se | 
Fuel Management 


Ee vearinc main 


Contracts, Installations, 
Decommissioning 
at THHS LTD | wait trannc 


NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL 


heating equipment and general 
hose products including motors, 

Attendance courses held at Thurrock, Essex. 
Homestudy Courses also available 


radiators, fans, elbows, ducting 
Tel: 01708 867564 


)}@ UK Manufacturers and complete heaters 
Fax: 01708 867864 


Also bodywork accessories 
www.wright-training.com 


© Quick Deliveries Telephone: 
info@wright-training.com 


ital © To suit all types of eB ee 01 925 65 7555 Wright Training Se Norld, West Thurrock, Essex 
vehicle Fax: 01925 657556 


2 Lyon Close View our catalogue on our website 


© Competitive prices Komson www.THHS.co.uk 


Beds MK42 7$B es ee 


For Further Information & 
eee Tel: 01234 843979 ——— 
Technical Assistance Contact —_ Fay: 91234 843916 IPAT 
Auto transmission parts 


& remanufactured 
torque converters... 


Get your Dennis parts from the 
company who really knows 
Dennis buses 
BUS AND COACH PARTS 


Nationwide Delivery 
Call us on 0141 339 0555 
or go on-line 
iwww.busandcoachparts.co.uk 
Friendly service with great prices 


OEM quality 


at a fraction of the pr 


Speedy Registrations Co. Ltd 


‘Buy with confidence - CNDA Member’ 


Overhaul kits, frictions, steels, filters 
and hard parts for Allison AT 540, 
MT 640 + World Series 


glk 
oF 


Retail Motor 


All at £89 - Discount on two or more Ascociton Call ae DART BRAKE EXPANDERS 
EHZ 9330 GJZ5997 LKZ9314 MUI9823 NUI 7642 XIL 6559 01934 (Ze) £165.00 
EHZ 9331 GJZ5998 MKZ 1834 MUI9824 NUI7643__ XIL 8071 852772  canranrs 
EHZ 9332 GJZ9472 MKZ3390 NLZ1710 WCZ2118 XIL 8461 : © “CENTRE CRAIG TILSLEY 
FNZ 2267 GJZ9473 MKZ3431 NLZ1711 WCZ2119  YIL 4430 Fax 01934 652211 www jpatco uk - 
FNZ 2268 GJZ9474. MKZ3432 NUI6771 XCZ4151_ YIL 4431 —— — Suppliers of Reconditioned 
FNZ 7691 HKZ9109 MKZ4483 NUI6772 XCZ4152 YIL 4432 
FNZ 7692 LKZ9194 MKZ4484 NUI6773 XCZ4153_‘YIL 4433 DITTON SERVICE DAF 
FNZ 7693 LKZ9195 MLZ5951 NUI7640 XIL6557 ~—YIL_ 4587 STATION LTD 
GJZ 5996 _LKZ9196 _MLZ5952__NUI 7641 XIL 6558 _YIL 4588 Pees peed 
la - r r 
Millwood, Lisbellaw, Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland BT94 5HQ BEDFORD Leyland - Cummins Engines 
Tel: (028) 6638 7124 - www.speedyreg.co.uk - sales@speedyreg.co.uk - Cylinder Heads 
Ring Graham or Brian Crankshafts - Camshafts 

for further details Telephone: ser Sat it 
Berm Rearscope Lenses www.bermuk.com Phone: 0845 1858103 Parts Department || °1782 721524 ccs eh 

or Fax: (01782) 844920 Fax: 01782 791316 a NeTiE Gay 
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To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


bar repair 


Fast, economical, long lasting 


Eli-Flex is the simple, quick and cost-effective solution to worn 
anti-roll bars and bushes. 
The product is suitable for use on all makes and models of HGV’s, 
PSV’s, minibuses etc. and it has VOSA approval. 
Eli-Flex needs no tools, equipment or training and can be applied in 
ten minutes. Eli-Flex packs are pre-measured for the job. 
Why replace expensive parts when you can repair them successfully? 


QUICK AND EASY TO USE 


Remove the roll bar assem- 
bly, exposing the worn areas. 
Clean, degrease and roughen 
the worn areas. The old bush- 
es can be re-used. 


Open the sachet of Eli-Flex 
by cutting the foil along the 
marked lines. Pull the sides 
apart until the separator pops 
up. Remove the divider clip. 


Mix by kneading and squash- 
ing the pack until it warms up. 
(3-4 mins.) Slice open any cor- 
ner with a knife or scissors. 


Squeeze out the resin onto 
the worn areas of the roll bar. 
Spread evenly around bar with 
a flat edged implement. 
(Eli-Flex spatula available on 
request). 


Refit the old bushes and tight- 
en the assembly. Wipe away 
any excess resin. Allow to cure 
for 1-2hrs. Return vehicle to 
service. It couldn’t be easier! 


Now that you have the in- 
structions all you need is 
Eli-Flex! 

Contact Aram at 
Eli-Chem Resins on 

Tel: 01483 450066 
Fax: 01483 450067 
Mobile: 07711 669607 


Eli-Flex anti-roll bar repair 
NO WEAR. NOWHERE. 


C3) Bags anos 


aram@elichem.co.uk 
www.elichem.co.uk 


Broken glass? 


A massive range of Replacement 
Glass for virtually all buses 


and coaches. 
Friendly staff who f we 


actually know what 
they are talking about. 


Deliveries that get the glass to you on time and in one piece. 
At very competitive price. x 


All you need to do is call us, we'll do the rest. 
evs -coscuaaal 


+ 01494 533131 


COACH GLAZING 
SPECIALISTS 


J-W=GEASS 


(Steamy Windows) Ltd 


Double and Single Glazed Side Bays 
Front and Rear Screens 


Reconditioned Side Bays our Speciality 
Insurance Approved 


All work undertaken is covered by our unique guarantee 
For a Competitive Quote Call Pete on: 


NORBURY 
BLINDS LTD 


"! DUOFLEX LTD | 


Coach and Bus Re-Trims 
A complete refurbishment 
from floor to ceiling 
All services done at 
sensible, competitive prices 


(owners of T. Norbury & Co. Ltd) 
“Norburys” - Quality printers of 
destination blinds and vehicle 

graphics to the transport industry 


Tel: 0121 359 4311 
Fax: 0121 359 6388 


“We care where 
you’re going” 


fig a ee rae 


Steve or Damien on Brackley 
701366 South Northants 

s 1: sales@duoflex.co.uk 

Website: www.duoflex.co.uk 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted [ a 


STATHAM MOTOR’ ENGINEERS 
LTD 24 hour Roadside Assistance 
& Recovery for Buses & Coaches 
by trained technicians with modern 
vehicles. Full workshop — repairs 
& servicing. Low loader service 
available. Tel: 07770 861190 24 
hours. Fax/Tel: 01582 849403. 
Commercial Yard, Watling Street, 
Beds LU6 3QP. 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
PLC, Units 9/10 Stadium Ind. Est., 
Cradock Rd, Luton, LU4 OJF (off J11 

1). 24/7 service 0870 60 90 333. 
Roadside Breakdown, Rescue and Re- 
covery for ALL types of vehicles. Nation- 
wide and European coverage + agents 
network. Plant transportation. Grab 
Hire service. Car, Van and Commercial 
Vehicle Hire. FULL CALL HANDLING 
SERVICE. Secure parking and storage. 
www.I|rs.uk.com 


N D SERVICES 24 hour Breakdown 
& Recovery for buses, coaches and 
all commercial vehicles. Workshop, 
repairs & storage facilities. Tel: 01672 
541498, Mile End, Wantage Road, 
Lanbourn, Newbury, Berks RG17 8UF 
www.nd-services.co.uk 


COWAN MOTOR GROUP 24 hour 
Recovery for coaches and buses, 
secured storage, Tel: 01908 589312, 


PO Box 600, Newport Pagnall, 
Buckinhgamshire MK16 8YR 
MANCHETTS RECOVERY 24Hr 


Recovery for Coach and Buses, Secured 
Storage, Tel 01638 742987, Broard 
Road, Burwell, CB5 OBQ 


A MORREY TRANSPORT LTD 24Hr 
Recovery for Coach and Buses 

Secured Storage, Tel 01244 332620, 
The Old Station, Saighton Lane, 
Waverton, Cheshire, CH3 7PA 


HOWLEY QUAY MOTORS 24 Hour 
Recovery for Coaches & Buses, 
workshop, storage. Tel: 01925 
268899. Unit 4 Stretton Distribution 
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Centre, Grappenhall Lane, Thorne, 


Warrington, Cheshire WA4 4Q 


FURNESS CARS & COMMERCIALS 
LTD 24 hour Recovery for coaches and 
buses. Day 01229 465549. Evening 
01229 465549. Paradise, Askam in 
Furness, Cumbria LA16 7HA. 


CAWSEY COMMERCIALS LIMITED 
24Hr Recovery for Coaches and Buses, 
Secured Storage, Tel 01566 772805 


BOLEYN RECOVERY & SERVICE 
STATION 24Hr Recovery for Coach 
and Buses, Secured Storage, Tel 0208 
5945637, 77-78 River Road, Boleyn 
re ae Park, Barking, Essex IG11 
D 


STATHAM MOTOR - ENGINEERS 
LTD 24 hour Roadside Assistance 
& Recovery for Buses & Coaches 
by trained technicians with modern 
vehicles. Full workshop repairs & 
servicing. Low loader service available. 
Tel: 07770 861190 24 hours. Fax/Tel: 
01582 391900. Redbourne, Herts 
AL3 7DR 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
PLC, South Mimms Service Area, M25 
J23/A1M. 24/7 service 0870 60 90 
333. Roadside Breakdown, Rescue 
and Recovery for ALL types of vehicles. 
Nationwide and European coverage 
+ agents network. Plant transporta- 
tion. Grab Hire service. Car, Van and 
Commercial Vehicle Hire. FULL CALL 
HANDLING SERVICE. Secure parking 


MODURON MAETHLU MOTORS LTD 


24 hour Breakdown Recovery 
¢ Groeneveld Speed Limiter Centre 
Tachograph Centre 
¢ Workshop Repairs 
Coaches available for journey 
¢ Continuation of passengers 


The Garage, Llanfaethlu, Holyhead, Anglesey 
Tel: 01407 730759 Mob: 07803 218500 
Fax: 01407 730044 


and storage. www.Irs.uk.com 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
PLC, Caxton Hill, Ware Rd, Hertford, 
SG13. 24/7 service 0870 60 90 333. 
Roadside Breakdown, Rescue and Re- 
covery for ALL types of vehicles. Nation- 
wide and European coverage + agents 
network. Plant transportation. Grab 
Hire service. Car, Van and Commercial 
Vehicle Hire. FULL CALL HANDLING 
SERVICE. Secure parking and storage. 
www.Irs.uk.com 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
PLC, Home Farm, Aldenham Rd, 
Elstree, WD6. 24/7 service 0870 60 
90 333. Roadside Breakdown, Rescue 
and Recovery for ALL types of vehicles. 
Nationwide and European coverage 
+ agents network. Plant transporta- 
tion. Grab Hire service. Car, Van and 
Commercial Vehicle Hire. FULL CALL 
HANDLING SERVICE. Secure parking 
and storage. www.Irs.uk.com 


ECLIPSE RECOVERY SERVICES LTD, 
The Warren, Ratling Road, Canterbury, 
CT3 3BD. European Recovery Special- 
ists. Depots at Canterbury & Dover. Tel: 
01304 840084. Email: eclipse.recover 
y@btinternet.com 


JOHN MACADAM & SON 24 hour 
Recovery for Coaches and Buses. 
Secured Storage, Tel: 01282 861495 


TEARS RECOVERY 

24Hr Recovery for Coach and Buses, 
Secured Storage, Tel 01775 840452 
Stumps Lane, Spalding, PE12 6AT 


MIDWAY RECOVERY Recovery for 
coach and Buses, Secured storage. 
Unit B5, Angel Road Works, Advent 
Way, London, N18 3AH Tel: 0207 
2811909. Fax: 0208 887 0993 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
PLC, Leeside Rd, Tottenham, N17. 
24/7 service 0870 60 90 333. Road- 
side Breakdown, Rescue and Recovery 
for ALL types of vehicles. Nationwide 
and European coverage + agents 
network. Plant transportation. Grab 
Hire service. Car, Van and Commercial 
Vehicle Hire. FULL CALL HANDLING 
SERVICE. Secure parking and storage. 
www.Irs.uk.com 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
PLC, M4 Heston Services, Phoenix 
Way, Heston, TW5. 24/7 service 0870 
60 90 333. Roadside Breakdown, 
Rescue and Recovery for ALL types of 
vehicles. Nationwide and European cov- 
erage + agents network. Plant transpor- 
tation. Grab Hire service. Car, Van and 
Commercial Vehicle Hire. FULL CALL 
HANDLING SERVICE. Secure parking 
and storage. www.|rs.uk.com 


ON TIME FLEET ASSISTANCE 24 hour 
Breakdown & Recovery for Coaches 
and Buses, storage facilities. Tel: 0870 
442 9999 Fax: 0870 442 9999. 
Cranes Close, Basildon, Essex SS14 
3JB. Email: fleetassistance@ontime- 
recovery.com 


TEARS RECOVERY 

24Hr Recovery for Coach and Buses, 
Secured Storage, Tel 01406 350218, 
Ay ee Way, Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE3O 


KARDOS RECOVERY SERVICES 
24Hr Recovery for Coach and Buses, 
Secured Storage, Tel 01865 883130 
9-13 Oakfield Ind. Est., Eynsham, 
Oxford OX29 4TH 


WG LANE & SON 24Hr Recovery for 
Coach and Buses, Secured Storage, 
Tel 01873 852126 Forge Garage, 
Llanvetherine, Abergavenny, Gwent 
P7 8NL 


HAMMOND RECOVERY SERVICE 
24Hr Recovery for Coach and Buses, 
Secured Storage, Tel 01986 834815, 
Norwich Road, Halesworth, IP19 3BU 


RS RECOVERY LTD 24Hr Recovery for 
Coach and Buses, Secured Storage, Tel 
0121 5222076, Coneygree Industrial 
Estate, Birmingham New Road, Tipton, 
West Midlands, DY4 8XP 


N D SERVICES 24 hour Breakdown 
& Recovery for buses, coaches and 
all commercial vehicles. Workshop, 
repairs & storage facilities. Tel: 01672 
541498, The Foundry, Lottage Road, 
Aldbourne, Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8& 
2EB, www.nd-services.co.uk 


WESSEX RECOVERY The Truck and 
Coach Specialists. Recovery, Roadside 
Assistance, Lift and Tow, Heavy 
Winching/Lifting, Air Cushions, 40 
ton Rotator, Low Loaders, Hazchem, 
Hiab Vehicles etc. Depots covering 
Hampshire, Berkshire, Wiltshire and 
Oxfordshire. 24 Hour Control Room 
0871 200 4 200. 


Auto Mechanical Rescue & Repair 


M'" RECOVERY 


bard) : = 


TELEPHONE: 01952 293300 
STAFFORD PARK 6 - TELFORD - SHROPSHIRE TF3 3AT 
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To advertise in Business Trader call on 


RECRUITMENT/TENDERS 


NorRTNUMBERIANO 


COUNTY COUNCIL 


INVITATION TO TENDER FOR LOCAL BUS 
SERVICES AND EDUCATION TRANSPORT 
The Council will be inviting tenders for local bus service and 


education transport contracts in the Haydon Bridge and surrounding 
areas of Northumberland. 


Invitations to tender will be issued from December 2004 onwards. 
These will be sent automatically to public transport operators who 


have applied to be included on the Council's Circulation List for 
Tenders for Public and School Transport Contracts. 


If you are not already on this Circulation List and wish to be included, 
or require further information about the services to be tendered, 
please ring Rob Jones on (01670) 533986 or write to the following 
address:- 


Network Monitoring Officer 
Environment & Public Protection Directorate 
Northumberland County Council, County Hall, 
Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 2EF 
Fax (01670) 534774 
E-mail: rjones@northumberland.gov.uk 


CONSULTANTS 


DO YOU RUN BUS SERVICES? 
If so do you claim your Bus Service Operators Grant 


Formerly Fuel Duty Rebate IF NOT WHY NOT?! 


CPC Courses now available plus Fleet Driver Analysis Available 
Tel: Adrian Gettins on 01633 441491 
Fax: 01633 440591 - Mobile: 07885 874860 


Email: adgettins@btconnect.com 


EVENTS 


CAlhen vou go to the 


Midland Red 


Lodth Birthday Darty 


26th, 27th & 28th November 2004 
pou will see 


Buses old and new 
Films, Slie Shows, Lectures 
A Photographic Exhibition 
+ 
A unique chance to photograph Midland Red Buses 
alongside Trolleybuses and lots more at the famous 
Black Country Living Museum 
Tipton Road, Dudley, West Midlands 
Tel: 0121 557 9643 


Normal Museum admission prices apply 


70 


DIPSTOPS 


DIPST—SP 


KEEPING Goth i SARE 


— 


® Ever been dipped? 
B Lost Thousands of Pounds worth 
of Fuel? 
» Fuel Returns don’t relate to 
Journey? 
This product is designed by JBL 
to help prevent syphoning of 
the diesel, and trash being put 
into the tank 
Made from stainless steel which 
is robust and able to withstand 
impact also it is visually seen 
which helps deter theft 
The Dipstop is easily fitted to suit Volvo type and 
similar style filler necks 
» The slots in the barrel allow air to pass through whilst 
fueling 


CONTACT JBL ENGINEERING 


Sunnyside, Edgebolton, Shawbury, Shropshire SY4 4EL 


Phone: 01939 251351 


Fax: 01939 251051 - Mobile: 07831 332913 
Email: info@dipstop.co.uk - www.dipstop.co.uk 


FINANCE 


EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS 
WITH EXPERT FINANCE 


Is your fleet in need of an update? 


Need to reduce your outgoings? 


Want to reduce your ban erdraft? 


ae cs Bp his we have the speed 
Res __andflexibility you need to get 
wi «the deal done quickly. 


f ae —— 


G. 


COACH 
LEASE PLC 


ZS 
To find what you're looking for 


§ Call now on 01159 858327 
& 


Email: finance@coachlease.co.uk 
www.coachlease.co.uk 


Coachlease PLC is owne d 
by Singer & Friedlander 
Ltd 


Finance 


Transdev has appointed KEVIN 
BELFIELD to the post of 
commercial director. This will 
involve work in the development 
of the Edinburgh tram project, as 
well as overseeing the Nottingham 
Tram Consortium business. 
Belfield joins Transdev from 
Arriva Midlands North, where he 
was commercial director for the 
last four years. Prior to that, he 
was area manager for the same 
Arriva business and, in total, has 
17 years experience within the 
bus industry in a variety of roles. 
Belfield reports to Transdev chief 
executive = FRANCOIS-XAVIER 
PERIN. 


JOHN TAYLOR, — engineering 
director at First Eastern Counties, 
joins BMC this month as 
aftersales director, as the UK 
importer of Turkish-built buses 
and coaches strengthens its 
service and support. Taylor has 
been with Eastern Counties for 
10 years, and before that was at 
Thamesway. 


GRAHAM RUSSELL has rejoined 
First as chief engineer, UK bus 
division. Russell, who has 40 
years experience in transport, 
was chief engineer at New World 
First Bus in Hong Kong from 
2001, and before that held a 
similar post at First Glasgow. 


@ Phil Tonks 


Bus Users UK — formerly the 
National Federation of Bus Users 
— has appointed to new full-time 
staff to its team. PHIL TONKS, 
a long-time supporter of the 
NFBU, joins the organisation as 
assistant areas officer, based in 
the Midlands. He moves to Bus 
Users UK after 15 years with the 
NHS, most recently as a manager 
in support services. 


Also new to Bus Users UK is 
BARCLAY DAVIES, who joins 
as deputy officer for Wales, an 
appointment made possible 
with funding from the Welsh 
Assembly. This is Bus Users UK’s 
first full-time paid post in Wales, 
and Davies will report to LEO 
MARKHAM, who has been officer 
in Wales for the last four years 
on a consultancy basis. He joins 
Bus Users UK with a finance and 
administrative background. 


Subscribe to Bus and Coach 


Professional magazine and get 
the MONTHLY Coach Tourism 
Professional magazine 


PEOPLE 


To promote its products in 
continental Europe, Optare has 
opened an office in Eindhoven 
and appointed a general manager, 
Benelux. The new man is JOS 
VAN DER PUTTEN (48), who 


joins Optare after more that 10 
years with Dennis and TransBus, 
where he was latterly responsible 
for all European sales. 


@ Lee McMahon 


LEE McMAHON _ has _ joined 
Moseley PCV as sales executive 
for the East Midlands, Yorkshire 
and the north-west of England. 
He started his career in car sales, 
before joining Optare and, most 
recently, Caetano. 


Mentor Coach & Bus_ has 
appointed JEFF EDWARDS as 
regional sales manager for the 
south-east of England. Edwards 
has worked in the coach industry 
for a number of years and was 
formerly a regional sales manager 
at TransBus. Before that he 
worked at Dennis and also at 
Volvo Coach Sales. 


In this year’s Scottish Transport 
Awards, a Lifetime Contribution 
to Scottish Transport Award 
was made to MALCOM 
REED, director general of the 
Strathclyde PTE. The Young 
Scottish Transport Researcher/ 
Professional Award was made 
to SANDRA WHITELAW, for her 
success aS general manager of 
Whitelaws Coaches and her close 
involvement with CPT Scotland. 


DAVE STANKLER has been 
appointed group sales and 
marketing director for outdoor 
media specialists | Adgroup. 
Adgroup, based in Harrogate, 
comprises a range of brands 
including Adbus which has 
operations across the UK, 
Malta, Portugal, and is soon to 
launch in Spain. Stankler joins 
Adgroup from an Oldham-based 
commercial radio station. 


The Coach Tourism Professional 
Handbook and Bus and Coach 
Professional Yearbook - both annual 
publications will be delivered FREE 
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The VIP Group comprises three engineering and one _ property 
Development Company. Intellitec MV Ltd focuses on the design, 
manufacture and installation of specialist electronics for buses, 
coaches and heavy goods vehicles. Compak Ramps _ designs, 
manufacturers and installs power and manual access ramps for 
passenger service vehicles. Truck Align Company offers a full service 
accident repair facility for buses, coaches and heavy goods vehicles. 


VIP Group 


VIP Trading Estate, Anchor & Hope Lane, 
Charlton, London SE7 7RY 


Tel: 020 8858 3781 or Fax: 020 8858 3781 
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